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: 18 ky pes ir the PONY in TT | 
_ Treatih, being chiefly to. gi ve Die 
| rections, which . may be as: 5 

parks to. ſuch who are called inte the Work of 


the Miniſtry, and to the Blders of. the. Cherch, 5 


bow 10 Condutt themſelves- in their. Care quer 
them whilft Young in the Miniſtry, it ii n 
thought fit th be made ſo: generally. Prblick, as 
fuch Trafts which are. paddy for . 2 general $ 
Benefit, which may in fame degree concern all, 
and are of that uni vera \ Nature, that every 
Meniber of. Soriety ought to be acquariited with, 
in order for their Government and Prafti ce; 
but as it is not the Will of the Alkawiſe Dif. 
poſer, who: governs bis Houſe - (which is his 
Church) in Wy, i/dom,, nor the. Ordet of bis 
Providence, to give the like Gifts to all, but as 


the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 4% gave ſome, My ger * 


and ſome, Bok its; and ſome, P 
a Teachers; ; "whom, be eee a the 
5 & 7 266 Work 


1 n 8 8 x * 
N « 4 > 1 2 l 
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Heb. v. 4 


* 


1 1 
Work of the Miniſtry, for the perfecting 
of the Saints (or thoſe in whom the Work of 


Sanctifcation was begun) and the Edification 
of the Church. "a N 


Mo as it was-with the Head, Chrift Tefus, 


fo it is with the Members (that is, his Mini 


ters) for No Man taketh this Honour unto 
himſelf, but he that is called of God, as was 


Aaron, as ſaith the Apoſtle. And therefore 


Advice,” that may be adapted to the States, 
Trials and Temptations of ſuch, who are in 


any degree preparing, or ſetting in Order for 


this Work, and how to ſhun the Dangers and 


Miftakes, and ſurmount the Difficulties which 


ſuch. may be liable to, who may have made far- 
ther Progreſs in it, may be of great Service 
to them; tho to others who are not called to 
this Work, it may be in many refpefts as 4 


| Book ſealed. 'Which Advice, is as an Hand 
of Help held forth, and is of Service many 
Times to the Honeſt but Doubtful Enquirer, 
050 is like the Traveller in an unknown Path, 
often beſet with many Fears ef loſing his Way; 


and as it is a kind Office, and what calls for 
Reſpect from all who ſtand in need of it, fo it 

is a Duty we owe, and what God is pleaſed to 
enjoyn his Servants and Miniſters to be found 
in the Practice of, one towards another; and 


ſuch was the Caſe of our Worthy Ancient 


Friend the AurHOR, who thought it his Du- 


18 as he bath had great Experience of that 


ork, in a Courſe of many Years Exer- 
crſe, and much Labour and Travel on that 
RMS 88 


2 


* 


[v1 
Account, both in his own Country, and in 
Foreign Parts, to give fome Account of the 


Steps that God is pleaſed to lead his Children 


on in, whom he is preparing for this great 
Work, and to point out where the Enemy of 
_ the Work of God, and our Happineſs, is lying 


in wait to miſlead, beguile, and betray ſuch 


who are not Watchful; and alths' he hath not 
ftudied Excellency of Speech, nor the enticeing 


Words which Man's Wiſdom teacheth, yet 


fach who have had their Eyes opened to diſcern 
_ the Work of God, as alfo the myſterious Trans- 
formations of our grand Adverſary, will 


have Occafion to ſay, that it is in the Demon - 


ſtration of the Spirit, having the true Marks 
and Evidence of that Inſpiration which giveth 
a right Underſtanding in the Things of God, 
and Myſteries of his Kingdom; for hereby it 


will appear, how neceſſary it is for Men and 
Women to experience the Sanctification of the 
Spirit to precede, or go before, that they may be 


| duly qualified to help and adviſe others; this 
being the Order our Lord and Maſter obſerv- 


3 8 
WY 
I 


eib in his Advice to Peter, When thou art balls Mm 


: . ay"  rengthen By Brethren, »q 


Warp Mark which AASA from 


whence it proceeds, is the Care he hath taken 


fo inculcate, in thoſe who are called to the 
. Miniſtry, the , Neceſſity of low Thoughts of 


themſelves,” and of à4  conflant Guard over 


tbemſelves, Tet the Enemy prevail to hift them 
up, becauſe the Lord has appear d with them, and 
Haarlem 4 them at Times to diſcharge them- 
: „ Op 


5 2 25 
l 8 5 L % 
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John xv. 


& 


Nv 


John vn. 


tv] 
as to bis + hey, and their Compart and Satis: 


Jactio en, ich a app. ey them  Accept- 


ance with; Friends: herein is great 
Pang er; leſt. the . Creature take that Honour 
|; 777 „ich only belong s to.him,\ who is the - 
wer g/ every grod and 9 Git; and 
being, 5 lifted up, fall into the Snare of the 
far. want of diſtinguifhing what it 
_ was which procured them this, Acceptance; 
- trot duly e onfdering” the Weight of that Joring 
our. Lerd, Without me ye can do nothing 2 
his ther are ought 10 be the conftant | Care of 
a Min Mer Us Chriſt, to dwell nw Humility, 
and in a daily Dependance on "or ors 15 
ly abl. IR dee 10 the End, Io ee 


B Fe any. Marul aha, You, Gs. ta 
have the Seb of Truth which oth into 
all Truth, and to have xęceived that Anoint- 
ing, t that vou need not that any Man teach 
you, but as the ſame Anointing tescheth 


en. you A, all Things, hat need. have ou 


"OF" of ſuch Iatſugtions or Inſtructors? 


We 8 This. bath beek the Proflice of | 
th Gofpel Church from its firſt Inſtitution ; 
for tho! all laue receid u the Spirit of e 
end this Anointing which teachethof all Thin 
pal all come not up in Obedience to it, ai 

. grun into. that Konwledge and A. 


| 117 25 with. it, as to be perfectiy taugbi 


it and eabliſbed in it; and the ame Ohe en 83 
may be made againſt» the Pradtice of Preach- 
8. a ge. * whe d to be wo. 


23 


[i] 


and the Jame Reaſons given for- the Conti nu- 
ance of it, via. Ja ſtir up the Believers to re- 


member their Duty; „ for after this Manner 


the Apoſtle Peter writes to thoſe of his Time, 


| Wherefore. I will not be negligent to put 13 


op. always in Rememberance of theſe 
Things, tho you. know them, and be eſta- 
liſhed. i in the preſent. Truth, yea, 1 I think 

it meet, as long as I am in this Tabernacle; 
to ſtir you up, by putting you in Remember- 


Pet. i. 12, 


ance; and further be ſaith, This Second * \ 2 os : 


Epiſtle, Beloved, I write unto you, in both 
which I ſtir up your n Minds by Way 
of Rememberance: And agreeable bereto is 
his Advice tothe Elders — Overſeers of the 
_ Church, 1 Pet. Chap. v. from: Ver. f. fo 6. 
Aud Paul in lile manner exhborted the Elders 
ef the: Church of Epheſus, as may be feen in 
 thezoth Chapter of th Acts, who thought whe 


, need te caution. them, tho' they were, 


| according. to their Degree and Growth in the 
ame precious Faith, ſaying, Verſ. 27. I have 
not ſhunned. to declare unto you, all the 
| Counſel of God; and Verſ. 28. Take heed 
therefore unto yourſelves, and to all the 
Flock, over the whichtthe Holy Ghoſt hath - 
made you Overſeers, to feed the \Churth - 
of God, which he hath purchaſed with his 
own Blood: And for this End he wrote his 
tu Epiſtles to Timothy, to put bim in Mind 
of bis Duty and Charge, giving | him Di- 
" redtions bow to. diſcharge e, and how. to 


ald in particular. Caſes, and of | what- o be- 


run like Manner, giving | 
ES. Ta =" "Tn 


[ viii 17 
bim Dinh concerning bis Doctrine 2 
Conduct amongſt bis Fellow-Believers ; and 
the ſame Things have been practiſed among ſt 
thoſe whom God hath raiſed up, in this laſt 
Age, that Thoſe of Experience found it their 
Concern to miniſter to others, not only in gone 
ral Doctrines, but alſo more particularly, to 


thoſe who had a Gift in the Miniſtry committed 5 


0 tbem, for their Inſtruction, by way of En- 


couragement to ſucb who fload in need of En- 


* . couragement, declaring” their Experience to 


them, and 2 Way of Caution to ſuob, who flood 
in need Fit, to warn them to beware, who 
might be in Danger of going too faſt, and tak 
ing too much upon them; or on the other Hand, 
of neglicting their Gifts,” to whom the Advice 


the Apoſtle gave to Archippus, might be neceſſa- - 


; q Col. iv. 17,79: Say to Archippus, Take heed' to the 


Miniſtry which  thou- haſt- received in the 
Lord, that thou fulfil it. For it is evident, 
Miniſters have fallen, and may be ailiable to 
Fall as others, and therefore they Rand in need. 
f prudent Advice and Cauiion as vel at 
* and this is no more than fulfilling the 


} 3 b Gal. vi. a. Apoftle'sIny ſunckion, Bear ye one another's 


Burdens, 250 ſo fulfill the Law of Chriſt: 
And theſe Things are; and may be done with<. 


out contradidting the Texts abovementioned; for Y 


of theſe are the Fruits and Effects of the Spirit 
and it Teaching, whether mediately or 1 
mediately given, it is the ſame Spirit of Truth, 
and the ſame Anointing, which jpeaks through 
' the Inſtrument to the Edification of the Body 


ed every Mother it, as the Ale _ 


vet, A 
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Li] 
vet h, when be is ſpeaking of Spiritual Gifts, i cor. ui. 


All theſe worketh that one and the ſelf- 
fame Spit rit, dividing to every Man ſeverally 
as he will; and that there ougbt, to be an Ear 
open to bear ſuch, whom the Holy Ghoſt has ap- 
pointed Overſeers, whether Miniſters or El. 


ders, obſerve what the Apoſtle faith, Obey Heb. . 


them that have the Rule over you, and fub- 


11. 


17. 


mit yourſelves, for they watch for your Souls, 


as they that muſt give Account, that they 


may do it with Joy and not with Grief, for | 


that is unprofitable for you. 


To conclude, as. all Tnftruttion both by Writ. 


ing and Preaching, is that the Ignorant may 


be informed; and the Faithful preſerved in the 
right Way to the Diſcharge of their Duty, it 


is much 10 be defired, that thoſe who may be 


cancerned in the Advices contain d in the enſu- 


ing Treatiſe, whether Miniſters or Elders, may 


be ſo diſpoſed to receive Inſtruction, that they 


may reap the Advantage intended by this La- 
our of Love; ſo will os End of the Author 


herein be e effeBually anſwered, even the 6 


, God an the Good 4 Son, 
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8 the Deſign of the followin Pages 
is to ſet in a true Light the Nature 
and Neceſſity of an Epe Miniftry, 
and the Advantages that we receive-thete 

1 ſhall, as in y. th „ bei 
take Notice of a 8 faitable to f 
_ hi 


a, 
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5 1 12 1 
Fiu, There muſt be a State of Sanctifl. 


cation (in degree) known, by the Spirit of 


Judgment, and Burning, before any can be 
proper Objects to be Receivers of this inſpir- 
ing Gift, that can only aſſiſt a Miniſter, 

and make him inſtrumental of doing Good” 
to others: The Tree muſt be good, e er the 
Fruit can be ſo; and right and true Mi- 


niſters are to be known by their Fruits: 


This being granted, which I think can't be 
denjed, then it follows, that none, without 
being thus quali ed, can be called to the 
Work of * Miniſtry by a. divine Inſpira- 
tion of the holy Spirit; and therefore all vile 


and ungodly . while they continue 


in that natural ahd unregenerate State, are 
excluded from any Part in this Gift; and 
| altho” ſome ſuch may pretend, that either 
with their Learning, or by their Money, or 
both, they may have acquired or made a 
Purchaſe of Orders for Liberty to Preach, 
and may on this Foundation undertake to 
expoſe what, they have to Sale; but what 
they ſell is no other than what they have 
ee while in this unregenerate State, 5 

and vain, and can't be of Profit to 


2 ebe che Tearers ;, for as faith. the Pfalmiſt, Unto 
=” the Wicked God ſaith, aubat haſt” thou to do to 


declare my Statutes,, or that thou ſhauldeſt take 


Covenant in thy Mouth, feerng thou'' hateſt 
Hrs 17 ion, and Laſteſt: my Words -behind thee. 


# nd. let me. 72 that whoſoever, undertakes 


the Work of t e Miniſtry, not being firſt. re+ | 


formed themiclyes, cannot juſtly expect to 
| be 


=” 
| N 
, — « oo of | f 
« * * 3 - 
„ 7 * 
o * ys 
; * [7 . - 


be inſpired by divine Wiſdom, for the Re- 


forming others by the Word of Truth; for 
| ſhe dwells in holy Souls, and makes them 


Friends of God and Prophets: Then it is 
reaſonable to conclude, that all who live in 


Adubery, Fornication, Unchanneſs, Laſerviouſ- Calu v. 


Emulations, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, Here- 


fes, Envyings, Murders, Drunkenneſs, Revel- 
Engs, and ſuch like Works of the Fleſh, are 
excluded from any Inheritance in the King- 
dom of God, and conſequently from having 


any Part in that excellent inſpiring Gift of 
the Miniſtry, ſo neceffary to our Aſſiſtance - 


and Direction in our Way thither. 


Secondly, I ſhall therefore ſay ſomething 


of the Qualification neceſſary to receiving of 


this excellent inſpiring Gift of the Miniſtry ; 


and in Order to it, we ought firſt to examine 
our own Hearts with Care, praying in Secret 


that God, -by his Spirit, will vouchfafe to 
direct us in a right Search after Truth; and 
hereby we ſhall find a Law in our Hearts 
that we have broken, and a Spirit in dur 
inward Parts that we have rebelled againſt, 


and in our_Tgnorance, being hurried in the 
Purſuit of the Pleaſures of the Fleſh, and 
Vanities of this Life, have overlook'd, tho' 


we have been followed by it, and it has 


ſtrove with us: For the Spirit worketh in 
us ſecretly, and we know not at the firſt 


what it is; but finding ourſelves very uneaſy; 


and in great Trouble of Mind, being under 
A e Sorrow 


EY, 


19, 20, 21. 
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eh _ ſuch rather, as 
albne and keep Silence, putting their Mouth 
in the Duſt, praying in ſecret, that God will 
aſſiſt them by his Grace and good Spirit, that 


1 dene and Eleineß. not W =P) cody 
examining the Reaſon, it is often miſtaken. 


to proceed from a natural Cauſe, and fo out- 
ward Means- are ſoug ht for:to eve from 


this Lueg ſineſi; ſome by taking their Bottle 
with their anions, others diverti 
themſelves with their Sports and Gaming, 


others again take. Medicines to help them 
againſt what they call Melancholy; ſome 
one Way, and ſome another, ef. miſtake, | 


and make merry over the Witneſs io them, 
and ſtiffen their Necks againſt the. Reproo 


; of Inſtruction, which is the Way to Life ; 
| Prov, xzlz, not minding the Text, which fays, He that 


being often reproved, hardens . his "Neck, ſhall 
Jun be 4 peel, and that without Remedy 


Mrd, But tho? ſome are has rebellious 
ond careleſs, others take a better Courſe, by 
ſtrictly examining their Words and Actions; 


Company and Converſation, and findin be 


to be their great Sorrow and Burden, inſt 


* of endeavouring to get from under the LY 
1. Txqublc by. any indecent Method of Sport= 


g, Gaming, Drinkin ng, 1 PL 8.70 
e Prophet 


the Cauſe of this Sorrow may be removed by 
an humble and ſincere Repentance of all 


their Follies and Sins, wherewith they have 
_ offended God, and that for Time to FO. 


th Sail by the * * the i and. | 
Ditection . 


7 


fag) - 
Deco of that Law in their Hearts, which 
they had hitherto overlook d and neg] 
now lead a new Life; Firſt, by denying 
Ungodlineſs, and ab | En NC. "8 
— of, Evil; which muſt firſt be done, | 8 
Ser they can perfectly practice that which is 
right in the Sight of God; for no Man can 
be righteous. and wicked at one Time; and 
we muſt firſt expect a being brought from 
under the Bondage of — to ſpiritual 
Pharaoh and Egypt, intd the Wilderneſs; e er 
we can offer acceptably unto God: This State 
is ſiguratively called a Wilderneſs, a Way we 
have not trod in, ſhewing thereby the Ne- 4 
ceſſity of depending on our Guide, our ſpir 3 
ritual Mojes, that mult go before. and take 
Care of our Support: For in this Wilder; 
_ neſs State we have no Food, no Water, via, -. 
no right Refreſhment, but what this our 
Leader provides and adminiſters. to us: In 


this State we can neither pray, nor do any 
religious Act, without the Direction of gur 


Leader: dn a e find the Cae is e | 
altered with us to what it was in Time paſt 11 r 
| 40 5 $1 
for then we could: pray, fing, preach;,and © 


perform other religious Duties in our vwe © 
Time, feeding and ſatisfy ing ourſelves there - 
with; but no) we are br rought i into the Wil- 
derneſs, where there is neither Ploughing, 

nor Sowing; we cant now help ourſelves by 

our own Contrivance, and Workings in aur 

own Wills, but here we muſt live a 1 Life of 
Faith, wholly depending on him that e 

we faint not in our Minds) bring us through 
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WE 
to the 6 Heaven Canaan :: Thus we ſhall 


come in the Lord's Time to experience the 
Subſtance of thoſe Types and Figures, under 
that Legal Diſpenſation, to be: ſubſtantially 
and ſpiritually fulfilled in our own Minds, 
by the Operation of the Spirit of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, the Subſtance and Foundation 


of all True Religion and Miniftry\ Wat is really 
| I; table to the Hearers, FF 


Ii 


Furth Now thi is Werd "ES 


% by the Spirit being thus begun, And carried 
on, is a ſhorter or longer Time? in accom- 
$I pliſhing, ſo as the Parties therdby may be 


qualified-to receive a divine Infpiration to mi- 
niſter from to others, according to the Will 
of him that'calleth; and when it happeneth 


to be but a ſhort, Time, between Perſons 


beginning to be ſerious and religious, and the 


Time that fach Perſons commence Miniſters 


(labouring according as they apprehend them- 
ſelves to be called to that Work for the Good 


of others) it may happen, that ſome of their 
_ Hearers, forming their judgment reſpect- 


ing the Worthineſs or Unworthineſs of the 


Parties ſo concerned, from their paſt Con- 


duct, while in ſo vile a State, may conclude, 


How can ſuch be fit to teach others,” who them- 
bes hut the "other Day were guilty of ſuch 
| 5 Follies: as, are inconſſſtant with a true Mi- 
Je ws witty that great Apoſtle of the Gen- 

1 N vis, « Soul, afterwards en 12 55 tx, 1 


5 with?" Thus in ſome Reſpe. 


$5 BVoEr'S, SH 


£5 * 


Av 7 ; * 


open Oppoſer and Perſecutor o 


| wou'd* 


5 oe true Conſideration and 7 Judgment. 
B 


0371 


” Fijity; For we Find, While he was in 


the very Heat of perſecuting the Church, 
and breathing out Threatnings againſt the 


Brethireti, ſo that they were afraid of him; 
as appears when Ananias was commanded of 
the Lord,. during . that peculiar Viſitation 


which at that Time he was under, to go to 


bis 1 i ; Ananias 8 Anſwer, v. 1 | 


I #125 


Nan: ; But the Lord de unto Lim, 2 60 ts 


hen, 
Call to gie Saul. Bir, it ang 1 — 


Saupe ſo füdden arid ort Change from, an, 
the Faith, 


and . c e as ana, Followers 3 


in NE Poms 1 8 8 LY 5 Dy 


ſation to Ye Preachers againſt i Lie hath ſo nar», 
rowed up their Way in the Minds o 4 
of their Hearers, that at the 8 Tue 


(eme of them that ape in d w N 
Cale of Religion) af ſuch Preachers Es 
Stumbling to. man: _ 


4 Means 


have the efote ĩ in a Teal that has been with- 


*; 2 x7 * 


not 
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lieve, 


is; their fudden Chang e from a vain, 2 5 


=... . 


5 2 of their M 5 


| again in, and h ghd a ae Cuih nol | 


| 1 Ip 
930 . | ; 


(3). 


not giving. Time for Trial whethar what 
they have heard was of” F Gol 


or the C reature; 
(as not minding Gamaliet's Counſel): Wou d. | 
pull them down before they could 1 Waber 


they were N or ung. 


' To prevent this -a/hjudgi Ng, it ig is neat, 
that the Hearers b. 220 to judge nothing 


before its Time, but let every soch P Perſon 


have the Opportunity to 1 full Proqf of 
their Miniſtry, that it may appear, whether 
what they do in the, Way of Miniſtring, be 
of God or of themſelves: If it be right, it 
will be ſelf-evident, and carry with It that 
which in Time will give. Satisfadtia nt to ſuch 
who have done Sat the 5 of ſuch, 
Perfons, whet were right or 09; pod. 
their mn will be Me hl C g 2 


ys Now if * we e ite 755 


t, this raſh. judging is very dan 
right artful, 2 . 14 "the Gil 


_ couraging of young Miniſters; - for. this 
_ cenſori 


Block in the Way, and n 


and . 8 Fk. 4 Feb 


from coming 10 in that Gift, tho' 71 — 


may be fig htly concerned therein nd eme 


that may Ran a little Appearance th xt Way, 


2 may be put to Silence e er they haye 3 hed 


* ſofficient to make 92 5. bs Far tall 


ought carefully 


CA 


[93 
| nent in every Mind, viz. - every Hearer 
Here in-Fear to requeſt of God to be direct- 
ed aright in Judgment, that under a pre- 
tended Care to promote the Cauſe of Re- 
hgiof;/ they may not in a blind Zeal be in- 
ſtrumental de diſcourage fo uſeful a Gift. 


S'evembiy, Now we find this Silat 5 
| Temper: that was ſo apt to judge without 
_ Judgment, and to find Fault wit out Cauſe, 
our Lord dd frequently reprove when it 
appeared; as may be ſeen in the 
- the Woman, whoſe Penitence and Humi- Luke vi. 
lation induced her to wWalh her Maſter's 
Feet with her Tears, and wipe them with 
her Hair. "Whoſe Demonſtration of Love wa 
our bleſſed Lord, (when Simon Was ready 
| cenſure him for admitting) he by à very! . 
Iy Compariſon commended, and in hs Ap- 
plication thereof fmartly reproved the want 
of judgment; as well as Charity of that 
Pheriſee, ho did ſo little for him Rimſelf, 
and yet was ſd ready to find Fault with her 
and by Rat Meat rather brought him to 
juſtify What Re had” before condemned, 
Which often the Call of Self Rigbrebut Pro. 
Hort, Whe are fo apt (without juſt and ma- 
thre Confideration) to judge thioks; who from 
vile and (uti$odly Sinners may ſuddenly be- 
dome purified by the Work of the Spirit, and 
by the ſane may be fitteU/and” requ (0 
- mag he 7 to think it too ſoon) to 
ek Service for God; whilſt 
themes, Toes have not loved 10 much, 
8 8 B 2 — ü 


| 11 20 1 | | 
nor knew ſo zealous to follow Sivino Con- 
viction, are lingering behind in the Work; 
and yet theſe are moſt apt and ready to 
judge and cenſure thoſe who are more faith- 
ful, and thus ſuddenly brought into Obeds- . 
. ence, as too haſty and forward. 


| And alſo i in his Anſwer to thoſe who cen- 
ſured him for Eating and Drinking with Pub- 
licans and Sinners, he plainly declared the 
End of his Coming, which was the Reaſon of 
his Conduct i in. that, as well as other ae. 


. 


Eiglub hy, From all aellich it appears, that 


5 it has happened ſometimes, the more Vile 


and Wicked any one hath been before Con- 
viction, the more Thorough and Quick 
hath their Converſion been: They to whom 
much is given, love much; and the more 
they love, the more hearty and zealous. 
they are to go on with the Work unto which 
they are called; and having known the Ter- 
rots of the Almighty for 'Sin, are the more 
earneſt to perſwade Men; 3 and I dare not 
ſay, but that ſuch may in their Zeal and 
Warmth of Spirit, a little ſtretch (at times) 
beyond their Authority; but when they do. 
they no ſooner retire totheir Gifts, but they 


ind ſufficient Smartfor itin their own Minds: 


But this begets them Enemies; and becauſe 
they appear wrong in Part, they muſt 

by ſome be concluded wrong in the Whole; 
| rake is an unwarrantable e, to 5 
. e on any Perſon. 


. 2 l »* 4. « - 3 F 
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F 
Nintbly, Now if we do but rightly con- 
ſider of the Matter, there may be a juſt 
Cauſe for this Zeal, if we will but give them 
- this Allowance, That as they have been like 
Brands pluck d out of the Burning, and 
known the Terrors of the Almighty for Sin, 
they are the more earneſt to perſwade Men 
to Repentance and Amendment, both by Re- 
proof, warning of Sinners, and threatening 
them with Judgment, as having themſelves ſo 
. Darrowly eſcaped ;- And this being the Cauſe 
of that Fervour and Zeal ſuch have appeared 
in, it will no doubt on. ftrict Examination 
be found, that the Root of all this is Love, 
and a Deſign of Good to the Souls of Men. 
Such therefore ought to be treated with great 
Charity and Meekneſs, and the good De- 
ſign in them encouraged; and that Over for- 
wardneſs in them rather ſhewn to them 
than reproved; and when they ſee it, they 
will not need to be told of it, for Shame will 


come faſt enough upon them, (if they are 


true Miniſters) and may lie heavy; which 
may hinder ſome tender Spirits from 
improving in their Gifts, and render them 
leſs ſerviceable than otherwiſe they might, 
if they did moderately keep on their Way, 
minding to keep Pace with their Gifts, nei- 
ther going before, nor ſtaying behind their 
Leader; but wanting both judgment and 
Experience, being Children in the Work, 
they can't do it all at once, and there- 
fore in Patience muſt be born with for a 


1 22 1 
| 2305 Now this Preparation by the Spirit 
For the Miniſtry, {6:qualifies/the Receiver of 
this excellent inſpiring Giſt, when called to 
the Work, that he can experimentally fay;, | 
What, I bave tafted; felt, and heard: of tb. 
good Ward of. Liſe, and the: Powers: of. the 
Mond ta came, I declare unto: you, But: what 
can ſuch (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, con- 
cerning whom he avers they ſhalh nat inherit 
God's Kingdom) ſay of their ee | 
the Work of God's Power in them, : 
they continue in their nn gre : 
Works of the Fleſb, ſuch: as Adultery, Idola- 
try, Pride, Covetouſneſs, Envy, and Drunk 
enneſs, minding the :ofs this Wogd 
aboxe any Thing elſe; ſurely (as above) they 
haue no Experience to ſpeak.of to the People, 
=. thing to ſay that will bring them to a 
1 Fellomihip with the Fatherand away Nen 
_ o ; C35 YE ! bg JON 1117 
dns fag 5 1 ooncenüsg a fru 
= Bualificatio. for the Receiving:ofi;this. Gift 
of Inſpiration, ſo abſolutely negeſſary to 
| every right Miniſter, that without: it h&can't 
de a true Miniſter, I ſhall no ſpeae af 
INSPIxATTOx itſelf, which is to be the Sub“ 
;ject next in courſe to be treated of, concluding” 
this Chapter with Part of thatexceljent Prayg 
| of Davids (ſo apt to this 3 | 
= 51ſt Halm, from the gth tothe 14th Verſe. 
= . Hide thy Face from my Sins; and blut aut ali 
. mine. Iniquities. Create in me:@ clean; Heart, 
0 God; 4 renew "my right. Nu within 
* N 5 5 41 6 os PE 
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hi, ci me not awa Y from thy oa, 
H. 45 4577 from me, Reſtore 
f thy Salvation + an- 7 uphold 
2 with thy free Spirit. Then will I teach 
7 not Till the) Tranſgreſfors. thy V. 1917 
aud Sinnes ſhall be "converted unto the | 
ſhort but full Deſcription of the ri ight ag 
FRIR of i hon Miner, 


le Ht” l 


CHAP. a 


WK W of Divine 3 to the 2 
4 4 Goſpel Miniſter, and: 70 re I 
in bit Miniſtry. 

| AVING Ad 6 nuch of thi ie: 

' Qualifications, in order to be in- 
Piredi by the holy Spirit, and enabled there- 
| by to miniſter Good to others, it is neceſfaty 

_ alſo to fay ſomething of Ins TINA T TON itfeli 


which is by many too' much . exploded, 20 Ny 


flighted as a nin, at an Enc and long 
© fince.ceafed : They fuppoſe all Things need- 
ful for Inſtruction to Piety and Virtue; al- 
ready revealed in that excellent B 
the'BtBLe, which I prefer to all ex 
Ant, and requeſt the diligent Reading 
thereof with due Attention and Reg 

to what the Apoſtle fays of them, via. bat M 
all Scripture by Inſpiration God, is 
profitable for Hagen, for Reproof, fer Cor- 
Freckion, for Tuftruffion. in Rig breouj es; "ry 
7 5 5 10 make to Salvation through Faith” 
EN 4 | in 


IF ; 


NE et 5 


* Rom. 2.6, 2 


| 2. 8. 


from, | 


RES 
Jeſus Chriſt No ow it is 1 Faith i in 

Ch which makes the. Scriptures, really 
and truly profitable; ; but a. Man, With- 
out this Faith, may read the Scripture, -until 
he has them by Rote, and Kan repeat 
by Heart a great art of what h he has of- 
ten read; * and for all this recpive, ng, rofit 
from them; for as holy, Men writ, chem by 
Inſpiration of the Spirit, ſo by it we muſt 
come ta aright Underſtanding of them, other- 
wiſe they will be as a Bock ſealed, and the 
bare Reading of the Letter will be no other 
than a bare Report of Things at a diſtance; 
8 en wa 3 the 2 of . that | 


HEY 


VIZ. t h e 
1 57 0 LE 


Diſtance, for 1 
in thy 


the Righteou, 
this Wiſe: 2 


aden He. ben, 1 65 15, fo. 2777 0 1225 


7 Tom above. 5 fo WP ; ſhall ll deſcend. into. 
ri 


Neth ? That is, 5 Fs ng up. Chriſt. again 
1 5 7 Dead. Bu, hat 775 74 2 The, 
Word g thee, even. in thy Mouth, and i in 


the 


. 4 


; Heart; bat is, The Word of Faith which, , 


Heart and Mouth f inſpired New, 3 is. 
that by which they 7 t be A Mini if they 


d Right in the Work. 5 f the Mininth; and 


2 ©”: Il ed, 


4 þ |, bs / 
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indeed, without this Word in the Heart 
Opens the, Underſtanding, there can be no 
right Preaching.. It is true, Men may by 
Study, and frequent Reading, acquire to 
themſelves a Form of Words, and frame a 
ſet and ſtudied Speech in a regular Way, 
methodically dividing, and ſub-dividing their 
Matter, raifing Uſes; and Applications from 
the preſent Subject before them; and all this 
may be done by the Man, the Creature, and 
natural Part, having nothing of Inſpiration 
or Power of the Spirit in it. And pray, 
what will this Miniſtry do for the Hearers?, 
It comes from the Head, and the Contrivance 
of the Man's Part, therefore it can reach 
no further; for no Stream can ariſe higher 
than its Fountain: And that Miniſtry 
_ which. is of Man, tho it may be very pleaſ- 
ing to the Creature, and acceptable} to the 
itching Ears, whowith.the Greeks of old, ſeek 
_ after Wiſdom, but not that which, is. from, 
Preaching, of Chriſt crucified, and riſen from. 
= De id, as; fooliſh, Doctrine, and not 
Worth their Regard; but unto. as many as 
helieved in we Word preached by the In- 
uration of the Spirit, they found it to be 
of. God 1% Salvation. Now what made this 
ſpiritual Miniſtry, ſo profitable to them that 
_ - receiv'd this Doctrine, is the very ſame that 
„0 % on rightly 
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which Word is preached by every true Mi- 


 niſter, inſpired thereunto 7 the Spirit of 
* 


. 1261 
© eightly read them, namely, Faith in Chrig, 
who is the living Word and Eight of Men ; 


3 


| Now T- ay this Inſpination. en 


rightly anden asd and believed in: From 


my own Experience, I underſtand it to be 
an Inbreathing of the divine Word into our 
Minds, 'giving z true Underſtanding of divine 


| Thitigs, that we may make Choice of, and 


walk in the Paths of Wiſdom, which is ts. 


juſt Maris Path: 'E oy, the Fibreutbing of 
"this Word, which is Truth, Eife, and the 
_ Light of Men; that Spirit which feartheth 


all Things, yea, the deep. Things of God, which 


by Jeſus Chtiſt'is* made manifeſt unto all 
Men: I ſay, this Infpiratioit-odght to be 


waited the ? in all our religious. A 
y, and believed in, 48 beivg the 


| Foandaton and Spring of all f ght Miniſtry, 


Phones, -ahd Worſhip of 7 2 true God; 
T always find this, from my own Expe- 
— to be moſt edifying, thus to wait for 


— divine Inſpiration in all our religious. 
3 0 Aﬀſetiiblies; an 

8 ftanding inspired, and influence by this 
Ax res. ie Bleſſed 1 Sir to wabuter to others, 1 give 


when 1 find n Under 


thereto, ſpeaking to the Aſſembiy accordin 
to the | preſent” Ability J receive thereby 4 


and I know this to be the true Es * 


4 right Goſpel Miniftry, Which I 


to more at — in its proper Face. 


* I 
” 


1 


OP RPG Se Sages P 


: wi. and were in bi | | 
Believers: experience the fame, if true Mem- 


far) 
Now, -E underſtand by the Inbreathing of 


1 po Spirit of Chriſt into dur Minds, thus 


much, aamaly, as the Apoſtle aſſerts, Me 
know (ſays be). that tlie Son of God is come; 


and for Proof adds, for be has given us an 
Underſtanding : Now this was to themſelves 


undeniable; But what means he by ſaying, He 


| has given us an Underſtanding He can mean 
no other than a Spiritual one; for they 


doubtleſs had Undecitandi ings as natural Men 
before; but by that natural Underſtanding 
they could not perceive the Things of the 
Spirit of God, nor comprehend the Light 
which ſhinedꝭ in Darkneſs; which is ſtill the 
fame, even until now. But the true Know- 
ledge of the Coming of the Son of God in 
ot and Power, is by Inſpiration from 


Heaven, or the Revelation of 3 Father by 
the Son; and this is the Foundation of the 


true Church and Miniſtry, againſt which 
no Oppoſition. can ever prevail. No by 


and fo. muſt all true 
bers of Chriſt's Church, and Miniſters of his 


Word. Lfay, this ſpiritual Underſtanding, 
which they receivd by, Revelation, was an 
| undeniable Evidence to them; and ſo it is to 


us. But how ſhall I prove this to a Demon- 
enlightened State, that I ns a e 


5 you 155 an ene, 


they knew him that is 


* 


ſtration, to ſuch as are in a natural and un- 


T 28] 
Anfiv. It is not poſſible to do it, until 


3 they who are in Unbelief, come to beliove i in 
the ſame Power, and receive Inſpiration by 
the ſame Spirit, to give them a right Know- 


1 Cor. u. 


14. 


ledge of the Things of God; or the na- 
tural Man receiveth them not, becauſe they 


are." Fooliſhneſs unto him; neither can he in 


 thisState Eno them. This makes i it highly 
pat rar for all that profeſs Faith in Chriſt, | 


abohy: themſelves to God, for the Gift of 


| his! oly Spirit: For, ſays our bleſſed Lord, 


88 xi. 


Which of you having 4 Son, if be aal Bread, 


e Zi ve him a Stone. And thus applies it, 


J he tben being evil know. how 10 give good 
Gifts unto your Children, how much more ſhall 


your heavenly Father give the holy Spirit "= 


ask him? Ast and it ſhall be given 
Deu. What greater Encouragement can be 


given to us than this? It is therefore greatly 


| — be deſired: and hoped, that all People; 
| — ſuch as profeſs Faith in Chriſt, 


ould in Humility and godly l Sincerity ask 
of God a Parkin: of this Spirit, whereby 
we may know the Things of God; for it is 
| this Spirit, which is the Comforter chat our 
”. | bleſſed Lord promiſed to pray the Father to 


ſend in his Name, which when we receive, 


5 1 | will lead us into all Truth. This is that 
Spirit that will reprove the World of Sin, 


becauſe they believe not in the only begotten | 


Son of God. This is that Spirit Which gives 
Life, and will make thee a living Member 
1 of the true Church; and if thou art devoted 
in thy Mind to follow it, thou wilt become 
ute in e and bo Faith wil 185 1 
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both Win and unn in thee, to give 
Victory over the World, that natural Part in . 
_ thee that wou'd not ſubmit to the Teſtimony 

of Jeſus, nor mee in dab — e | 
Son of Gad. | 


I fay Sow. Inſpiration or W from 
God by his Spirit, is of abſolute Neceſſity to 
guide a Miniſter in his Miniſtry; and a 
Miniſter ſo conducted by a Goſpel Power 
and Light, inſpiring his Mind with the 
How, and the V bat he ſhall ſay, will 
ſpeak with the Spirit, and Underſtanding 
alſo; that is, he will underſtand by his own 
Experience the Work of the Spirit, and 
Word of Faith in his own Mind, and that 
what he ſays is true: And altho' he hath 
this Experience; as above, yet it is not meet 
for any one, in his own Time and Will, to 
ſpeak thereof in an Aſſembly; but we are to 
| wait for both Authority and Power, that in 
the Lord's Time we may ſpeak (of what 
our Eyes have ſeen, our Hands handled, and _ || 
| What we have felt of the good Word of Life, "3 1 
and Powers of the World to come) to the 
People, with the ſame View as they, the Pri- 
mitives did, 7. e. to bring their Hearers into a =_ 
right Fellowſhip with — Father, and; his 
Son our dear Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; i 
and fo ſhall "gg be one eats all mob 19 5 I 
darein . 2 ä 


bx But "ir, — may beck That we may : 
ben ece hang by Juppojing- Jive: * R 
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"ta © - 
when we are nat, and that de hub a Rovule« 
tion, when it i is nothing but an Tmaginat 


ion and 
In ſuch a State 4 Man may be d 
ceived. bimſelf.: and all-who' think of bim as 
be does of himſelf, will in like manner be de . 
rived, and bow FOR: this be 3 * 
oe Oe 
t aſh Itis ted, ute ler been dockt 
0d Regs havealſo deceived. others, 
but the Cauſe of this Deception” is in them- 
ſelves, for want of an humble waiting to 
know what they are about; for a true Inſpi 
ration from God is as plainly to o be diſtin- 
Tube from the — Halle one, 48 
ht is from Darkneſs; for divine e e | 
b quiets the Mind under all Oppoſition 
and Contradiction, and gives Power over the 
World, and the Luſts of the Fleſh, and 
worketh the Redemption of ſuch as are endued 
chere with, and are ſubject to it; theſe are very 
humble and low of Heart, and the niore 
their Minds are enlightened by divine In- 
ſpiration, the more they ſee a Neceſſity to 
. watch over themſelwes, ſo that the Irinocency; 
| Mecknels; and Humility ſaiting a true and 
right Miniſter, will appear in all their Con- 
| Ub; ſüch are flow; 70 peak, and ready ts 
| hear and receive Inſtruction, and are 1 8 
3 by them that are b execs to be ſuch. 


7 


TY! . „ 


| But they Who conceive eds ts be ” 
inſpired when they are not, ſuppoſing they 
have a Revelation when it is nothing bnt an 
git n their own e are | 


13 37 1 

ST iatheir Minds, being veryheady and ſtubborn, 
fighting Indtractian; more apt to teach chan 
bears, being ſwift to ſpeak, but Now. to hear, 
judging every Body that will not receive 
them as true Miniſters, by foretelling the 
Ruin and Downfat of all their Oppoſers; 
working themſelves up to a ſtrange degree of 
Imagination, endeavouring to drive all be- 
fore them; and ſuch as will neither hear 
bor heed. what they ſay, they will be apt to 

N — for Vengeance TR Heaven upon ch 
who offer to oppoſe them. This, and 

much more that might be 1 is the 

: | Conduct of theſe deceived and deluded Souls. „ 


Wo 8 n 


„Nom this Wenn by ths Party thus: * 
luded, might be eaſily diſcerned by them- 
ſelves, if they wou'd! but give themſelves 
Time to thiok and conſider aright in cool- 
neſs, and deſire that the Lord won'd ſhew- 

2em. the right Way. Here is thereforegreat 
need: to be cautious, and try the Spirit; VIA. 
Imean not to receive any Thing for In 
ration or Revelation, without being firſt well 
ſatisfied in thyſelf that it is ſuch; and this 
cautious Fear will not be any Way diſpleaſ- 
ing to God, but thou wilt find thy Doubts 
will be removed, and thou wilt be confirm 
ed, that What thou haſt is of God, and will 
ſtand. Now this agtees with the Practice of _ 

Mojes and Gideon, — with what the Apoſtle 
adviſed, Belieue not every Spiris, but try the :, 2. 
Spirits, 1hether they are of God: Becauſe 
many falle Prophets are Sone out into 4. 
8 "NOM 
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World. They are f the Worlds ' Therefore 
ſpeak they of tle World, and the World hears 
etb theni. We are of God: He that knoweth 
God, cheareth us: He that is not of God bear- 
erb not us. Hereby know ae the Spirit of Trath, 
and the Spirit of Error, 
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But ſuppoſing I or any others may be in- 
ſpired, as is aforeſaid, from a right Spirit: 
Hor ſball Proof he made tberegf to another, 
that: he may receive our Word that we have by 
Revelation, not as our Word only, but as given 
r 
eee Þ DS ORF LO 


Anſiv. In this thou wilt find no hard Taſk 
with thy Brethren, if thou wilt but do thy 
Endeavour to live according to that Doftrins 
given thee to preach to others, in the firſt 
Place: And next mind, that thou, without 
being inſpired, undertake not this Work of 
Preaching, neither in thy own Time nor 
Will, nor by thy own Contrivance, Collect 
ing and Caſting what thou ſhalt fay; for by ſo 
doing thou wilt be at a loſs and /confaunded / 
in thyſelf, and give great occaſion of Offence 
to them that hear thee; not only to them 
that are unacquainted with the Gift, and 
Unbelievers therein (for they will ſee that 
thou art wrong) but thy own Brethren will 
be greatly loaded and uneaſy with thy ſo 
Appearing; for they will ſoon find that thou 
art out of thy Place in thy Speaking; it 


not being from Inſpiration, but Imagination 
of thy own Brain; for The Buy. trieth Words 
WM 55 KD As 


* - 


8 Ci 33 ] 
as Ide Mouth taſteth Meat; and them that 


are ſpiritual will ſee where thou art, better | 
1 thou thyſelf. | 


But then I fay, it will be a hard Taſk to 


e Proof of thy Miniſtry, tho' thou ſpeakeſt 
as the Oracle öf God, an miniſtreſt of that 
Ability which God giveth, to ſuch as are in 


Unbelief, and in a State of Nature. For the 1 cor. ii. 
natural Man (ſays Paul) receiveth not the '* 


Things of the Spirit of God; for they are Fool- 
hiſhneſs unto him, neither can he know them, 


becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. | ay, 


therefore it will be impoſſible that ſuch Un- 


believers, or thoſe in a State of Nature 
( (whilſt they are in that State and Unbelict ) 
| ſhou'd receive thy Word, not as thy Word 


only, bat as given to thee of God; 1 


they believe no ſuch Thing concerning any 


Man: If therefore thou ſeemeſt to them as 


a Babbler, be not thereat diſcouraged; be- 


cauſe Wa e ſo accounted before thee, 


Yet however, tho' ſome may ſo look upon 
thee, others may perhaps be reached by thy 


Word; and as thou doſt miniſter from A | 
right Spirit, and keepeſt in thy Gift, thou 


mayſt be inſtrumental to beget Faith in them 
that believe not, and greatly to edifie and 


_confirm them that believe, ſo that they'll 


ſoon conclude thou art a right Miniſter, not 
of the Letter, but of the Spirit, and thy 
. Brethren who are ſpiritual will give thee En- 


_  couragement to go on, having Fellowſhip 


WR thee in * Gift as a right Miniſter, 
0 | approved 


. as dene, of God | 


4 chat Work unto which art Called: 
For no Man ought to take this Honour unto 
himſelf, by any haman or external Call, un- 
il firſt he is called of God, as was Aaron. 


I now ſhall come to teak of the Gir 
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2 K A * ul. 
Advice to \Mix167ERs 7 in a State of brauen. 


8 0 the Gift of the Miniſtry, the | 
better to ſet it ina true Light, theſe 


I e . to de con- : 


4 —_— OY 9 ©" are + Diver ef 2 bat the 
* fame Spirit. 2 


Ad. There Zinne o Adninjratins 
5 the Jame Led. 


5 There are. „ Deus * Werations, 
hub tl fame Gud tht wnrjeth ol in all 


| Firſk, There are Diverſties.of Gifts but the 
—_ Spirit: i. e. Every Gift of God is from 
the one and the ſame Spirit of Truth that is 


come by Jeſus Chriſt ; for which Reaſon, | 


11 | tho' we may ſeem io dlffer in ur Gifts one 
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** 1 


181 
from another, yet the Deſign and End is 
the ſame, and the ſame 8 gn as in one, ſo 
in all, afliſting to that End, which is to turn 
People from Darkneſs to Light, from the 
Power of Satan to God, that they may be 
edified in the true (Goſpel) Receiving a Re- 
miſſion of their Sins, and an Aſſurance of 
an Inheritance amongſt them that are ſancti- 
fied 3 Faith in the only begotten Son 
of God. 


Nov there muſt be ſome Time to gain Ex- 
perience and Underſtanding, before any Frog 
can come to a Settlement, and true and | 
fect Knowledge of his own Gift; an for | 
want of a right Settlement and true Know- 
ledge of this Gift, and keeping to it, and in 
it, is the Cauſe . 'of many of the Miſtakes 
| thatare committed in the Exerciſe of 1 


Then we e ought to -confider the Miniftr, y 
in theſe three States, 1ſt. Infancy. zd. A 
2 A's Brat: And laſt, The Father”s 


r then, A State of: Infancy ought to'be 
look d up 
rity, and if any Thing appears manly in ſuch 
a State, that ought not to be made the Stan- 
dard of others to walk by, but we muſt at⸗ 
tribute it rather to the Giver, than the In- 
ſtrument, that giveth to every one as he will, 

do ſome a greater, and to others a ſmaller Por- 1 
„ * his Spirit, but 8 one both Preach- 
. 82 


with great Allowance of Cha- 


n 


- * — 2 — 
C02 "4 2 o - 4 a 
2 = . =» L 
4 n 8 + » W p 
34 3 11 - 
4 by þ 4 pr” $f o o 1 1 7 9 ; 
* 1 AS. - & . > Z oW 5» - 
Wo os 7 the e * - . » „ + 1 
9 1 * * : 6 > 4 f 8 1 * f T 
5 . 11 £ d - x 
OE es. 2. by if G $20) N ef ” 
x 1 * * 9 * * 


* T 
i» 


[36] 


ers and Hearers, ſuch a Manifeſtation there- 


of, as by faithful Obedience thereto they 


may profit by it; but the Gift of the Mi- 
niſtry is our preſent Subject.” 


Then as to the state of infos} in the Mi- 
niſtry, let it be conſidered, that the Miniſtry 


is a Birth; and when any one at firſt comes 
under the Exerciſe hereof, he will find a great 


Perturbation in himſelf; the Cauſe of which 


he may be as great a Stranger to, as Samuel 
was to the Voice of God in the Temple, 
who being called the third Time, was at 
length informed by Eli how to anſwer: So 
have ſome, both young Men, and Women, 


done of later Date, . is) applied them 


ſelves to ſuch as they ve apprehended had 
more Experience of the Work of the Lord 
than themſelves, and after all have found it 
very Hard to give up to the heavenly Viſion; 


and when they have given up, it has been in 


ſo much Weakneſs and Fear, yea, ſometimes 
Confuſion, that they have hardly known 


il ; themſelves what they have ſaid: And if in 


ſuch a State any one ſhou'd over-run, miſs i 


5 Expreſſion, or appear in a Behaviour not 
0 agreeable to the Minds of their Brethren, 
let ſuch Brethren exerciſe Charity; and ſee to 


thy own Gift thou that art a Hearer, and try 


dy virtue thereof, whether thou find'ſt not 
ſomething of God in this Infant Miniſter to 


anſwer his Gift in thy own Mind; and if on 
ſuch a Search thou find'ſt not that Satisfaction 


5 thou n deſire, pal as it is not proper to 
5 ba. by 


ö ; 
4 
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lay ſudden 1 on any one to ſet them 


up, ſo neither be thou raſh to pull them 
down; but give Time for Proof, and con- 
fider che Patience of the Huſband- man, how 
he waits for a Crop after the Seed is ſown. 


Having faid ſo much to the Hearer, let me 
now adviſe this __ porch | 


1 in thas wilt find very hard Work in 
thyſelf; thy Heart will be often very heavy 


and ſorrowful, and in great Fear and Weak- 


neſs thou wilt appear as a Miniſter, and it 


may be much againſt thy Will to appear as 


ſuch; yea, thou mayſt perhaps dearly re- 


pent chat ever thou gaveſt up to this Service, 


and more eſpecially, if thou anſwereſt not 
thy Expectation, which I may venture 


to ſay, none at all Times do; but as thou 


keepeſt humble and low, being honeſtly 
given up to be, and do juſt what the Lord 
by his Spirit wou'd have thee, Reſignation 
to the Will; of God being abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for a Miniſter to come to; and as thou 
get ſt here, patiently waiting the Lord's Time, 


then thou wilt find a greater degree of Ex- 
cellency by the Spirit to enlarge thy Under- 
ſtanding in divine Openings; which when 
this grows upon thee; beware of Pride, and 


Self-conceit, for that has ruined many: But 


: give the Honour hereof where due; and the 


more thou art enlarged, labour to be the 
more n ns in 70 te thou wilt 


A 


Gift, and Opening, which if thou happens 


| [ 38 J 
But under theſe various Trials in thyſelf, 
| I adviſe to an inward Waiting upon thy 
Gift, to feel the moving thereof in thy own 
Mind, which will by a won Illumination 
clear thy Underſtanding and judgment, 
n thou wilt clearly ſee thy Place and 
Service in the Church; and if a find' ſt it 
thy Place to miniſter to others, be willing 
to do thy Maſter's Will, and ſtand up in 
the Meekneſs of the Spirit which moveth 
on thy Mind, and weak: the Word thereof 
according to the preſent Opening that is be- 
fore thee, regarding ſtrictly on the one 
Hand, by ſpeaking too fal and too loud, 
thou don t over-run thy natural Strength, 


to fall into, it will bring thee into Confuſion, 
and thou wilt not know when to. conclude, 
and fo mayſt ſhut up thy own way in the 
Minds of thy Brethren, and bring thyſelf 7 
under a juſt Cenſure; therefore whenever it 


| | Happens, ſo with thee, /it dum; for by en- | 
| . deavouring to mend it, thou mayſt make it 
| - theworſe: So on the other Hand, be not 


too low, nor too ſlow. in thy . | 
to loſe the Matter that Way; but carefully 
Ecep to thy Opening, 4 both the Ex- 
treams: Stand up in a calm r 
of Mind, as free as poſſible fram either a 
Fear ot Care how thou- ſhalt come off; but 
follow thy Guide in all Cireumſpection and 
Humility, beginning, going on, and con- 
cluding in thy Gift: Thus wilt thou err, 
is what the wiſe uu ſaid, tobe true, 
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> Mars Gift maketh Room for 4 and r 
 bringeth him before great Men. wm 


Now the State I have conſidered this In- 
fant Miniſter in, is ſuch as requires Help by 
| tender Advice gon faithful ] _ of Ex- 

| tence, ſo that com im to a 

Babe that wants both the Breaſt and nurſing, 

which ſhou'd be tenderly and with great Care 

adminiſtred, fo that f he be corrected, let 


it bein Love; if encouraged, let it be with 


Prudence, both may hurt him, if not well 
timed, and given diſcreetly, 


But now we will ſuppoſe him a little 
; grown, and to know himſelf better than a 
be can, in which Condition he will meet 
with Exerciſes according to his Growth and 
Experience, againſt Wk It's ncedful to be 
prepared and watchful. 


Then 6 After thou 41 nt to EY 8 


and ſee a little where $3 art, and what 
thou art about, there will be an obſervin 
Eye in thee, to look at the Exerciſes mY 
Miniſtry of others, and an Aptneſs in thee 
to compare thyſelf with others, which may 
have ſome ill upon thee, if not pru- 


dentliy guarded againſt. For if thou ap- 


prehend'ſt on ſuch a View, that thy Gift ex- 
cels and is preferable to ſome others, this 


way lift thee up and prove hurtful ; on 
. Pee other Hand, if thy Brother's Gift! in thy 


A is more deſirable and —— 
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4 this may 0 thee down, and beget 58 
; mean an Opinion i in thee of thy own Gift. 


Secondly, If thou lookeſt out at the Excel. 
lepcy and Beauty of another's Gift to be 
more than what is in thy own, a Deſire may 
ariſe in thee to render thyſelf like him, and 


x = endeavour to mimick and imitate 5 8170 8 


4 


Delivety, Accent and Manner; and thus leav- 
ing thy own Gift, and devoting thyſelf tofol- 
low, or be guided by others, thou wilt ſoon 


be under a Cloud, and lay a ſtumbling, Block 


in thy own Way, and ſhut up the Hearts of. 
thy Brethren towards thee. ' To prevent 
which thou muſt conſider, that as there are 
iſt. Dver/ities of Gifts, but, the ſame Spirit, 


' therefore mind thy own Gift and not ano- 


_thers,, and regard the Spirit that moves thee 


in it; that being the ſame that is in thy Bro- 


ther or Siſter; ahd if thou ou keep ſt thy Place 
therein, thou wilt likewiſe ſee, that tho thy 


Gift is different from. theirs, it is the ſame 


Spirit. So 2dly. The Adminiſtration (or 
Delivery thereof) differeth, but it is the 


1 Bake Lord that maketh thee to differ from 


them, and them to differ from thee; 


therefore let 5 the ſeeming 'Exeellency 


that appears in, another's Gift above thy 
own, tempt thee to an Imitation of either 


| Delivery, Manner, or Accent, leſt thou 


inſenfibly fall into that Theft, againſt 4 82 
the Lord by his Prop het complains, 

508 
that. Feat my W erde, every one from his. 
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Neig aur. Beſides, the Way thou hereby 


__ to get Credit, and a Place in the 


. will be the ſhorteſt Way to loſe 


it, and at beſt thou wilt be taken for one 


that apes and mimicks what thou canſt never 


attain to; and the more thou ſtriveſt this 


Way, the worſe it will be; therefore I ad- 


viſe thee, keep to thy own Gift, Manner of 


| Delivery, and the Matter that! is peda in 
TOY Mind by the Spirit. | 


To make this Point yet m more : plaing it. is 
2 thou firſt learn ta know there is Di- 


ver ſities of Gifts, and tho thine may differ 


from anothers Gift, yet mind to keep to it, and 
by this thou wilt know, that thou art in thy 


_ Gift; if after thou haſt been exerciſed there- 
in, thou feeleſt inward Satisfaction and Com- 
fort to flow in thy Mind; but if thou find'ſt 


Trouble and Heavineſs, conſider whether 


thou haſt not been out of thy Place, either 
in the Manner of delivering "thyſelf. which 
relates to the Adminiſtration, which may 


juſtly differ, and yet have a Beauty in it, 


tho thou ma ſt not ſee it thyſelf; or it 


may relate to the Matter delivered, and tho 
ck may differ from that of another, whoſe 
Doctrine thou mayſt think more acceptable 
and in more apt Terms, which may tempt 


thee to imitate him; this will bring an Un- 


caſineſs and a Cloud over thy Mind; there- 


fore keep to thy own Way, both i in thy 


Opening and delivering thereof, guarding 


Ny againſt al 8 Tones of Ks or OO” 
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ing, and Se out baſs Words and sen- 
tences beyo ir due Length, and 

n too 1 in Ren in and ſo add- 
ing an 457 to the End of them, and draw- 
ing thy Breath with fach a Force and 
*Groan, as will drown thy Matter, and ren- 
der thee unacceptable to thy Hearers; like- 
wiſe guard againſt ſuperfluous Words, im- 
pertinendiy brought in, ſuch as, I may ſay; 
bh - As it were ; All and every one; Dear Fegg; ; 
*M and friendly People, with ſundry others of 
the like Kitd, which add nothing to thy 
Matter, eius its Coherence and Beauty 
: of —— ; likewiſe avoid all indecent 


1 Ae Bie oe? thi Mini. 
try ” neither 1 up thy Voice beyond 5 
; Aae Strength, nor ſtrain thyſelf beyond 
due Bounds, vainly fappoling,. that when - 
thou makeſt moſt Noiſe with an Accent 
and Tone, that leaſeth thy own Imagi . 
tion, that the ower is Ae nth © 
When indeed it is nothing but the Hear of 
thy own Spirit, and Sparks of thy own kind- 
=  . ling, whi whoever are overtaken by, and 
gie Way to, e. ee 
| 5 8 7h in x Sofrove. | 


=: - "therefore adviſe ee wat for the De- 
| frendingofthe Gift of the Spirit, which will 
Bring an Exerciſe over thy ind, in which _ 
thou mayſt be opened with ſome Matter 
_ ſiting khe preſent Occafion; and-when thou 5 
ſiuqſt ĩt is c Place to ſpeak, ſtand up ; 1 of Fg 


— 


bas] 
it is not to be ſoppaſed that all thou mayſt | 
have to ſay: on This or that Subject, can come 
before thee e er thou begins to ſpeak: And 


If thou ſhould'ſt ſuppoſe it, and fo wait, 


endeavouring to prepare thyſelf like a School - 
Boy, thou wilt be greatly diſappointed, not 
ing what thou intended, but ſomething 


- | elſe that thou intended not, which may be : 


thy Trouble and Grief; therefore, when 


thog findeſt a Subjet > before thee, 


carefully obſerving as aforeſaid, to ſtand up 


de not defirons ot ing more than the 


Virtue of the Spirit tie of Willom to diet 


thy Mind in rightly dividing the Word; 
with a calm and i Mind; for ifi 


tou art under a Fear in thyſelf, of either 


the Aſſembly, or any one in it, it will much 


it was a Croſs to ſpeak, let it not be ſo to 


mired, nor have a Deſire to: 


hurt thy Service, thy Underſtanding wi 
not be clear; therefore it is better thou ſhould'ft 
wait until thou getteſt over that fearful Tem- 


o and thy Gift will help thee over this. 
Wa 


neſs in June Time, as thou in Sincerity 
keep ſt to it; neither ſaffer thyſelf to think 
of doing ſomething extraordinary to be ad- 
hen it is 
thy place to be Silent, but remember at'firft | 


be filent, but in a true Reſignation: be con- 


bes 1 a, being thus projuctd's as er 


did, mind the Time of thy Offering, that 
85 | thou * __ N Service ano 
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1 6 44] _ 
ther, nor hurt thy own, by cither ſtanding 
up too ſoon or ſtanding too long; all which 
will be prevented, as thou keep ſt in a quiet, 
cool Frame, 3 thy Underſtanding, 
that thou mayſt ſpeak with the Spirit and 
8 alſo : Thus, all will be com- 
forted and edißed together, and thou wilt 
find it moſt ſafe to begin, and go on in thy 
Miniſtry, juſt as thy Strength in the Gift is 
upon thee; ſo will thy Matter and Voice be 
i with divine Virtue and Power, and thy 

Hearers will be confirmed, that thou doſt 
ſpeak by Authority from above; T + Uppein W 
e n ant „ eee ee 


* ; L „ 
read > 


But this Reſignation 2 0%, is ach 
that we ſhou'd; be always under, ſtill ſub- 
mitting to the Gift; ſo that if we find ſome 
divine Openings in our Minds, which may be 
intended by the Giver for our own Inſtruction, 
when we. find it ſo, beware of giving that 
to others which is deſigned for ourſelves, but 
let us intreat the Divine Being, to- afliſt us 
by his Grace, to make a right Application 
1 of ſuch Openings, and this will; ſtill add to 
dur Quali cation and Improvement in the 
Morde; but if for want of this Care to know. 
_ Place, thou ſhould'ſt attempt to Preach, - 
when it is thy Place to be filent; from the 
Opening aforeſaid, thou wilt by ſo doing 
give that away to others which thou ought 
to feed upon thyſelf, and ſo become a for- 
mal and e Nane 25 The ue 
: Knowledge o peak, 
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and when to be filent (ſo necdful to this very | 
being of a Miniſter) will be loſt, and thy 
Labour will be in the Dark, and Weakneſs 
will farround thee on every Side. Then 
when thou findeſt it thy Place to ſpeak, be- 


gin as if thou were going to relate any Mat- 


ter of Fact to a ſingle Perſon, taking Care 
at leaſt however, not to appear in a more 
unbecoming manner in an Aſſembly, than 
thou doſt in thy common Affairs; but ſome 
have in their Miniſtry delivered themſelves 
more aukwardly and unbecomingly than at 
other Times: Not that I wou'd be ſup- 
poſed to conclude any ſhou'd, in the ſame 
Manner and Accent, deliver his Miniſtry as 
his common Diſcourſe, but then the Dif- 
ference ſhou'd be, that he ſhou d deliver 
his Miniſtry with a better Grace, in . 8 
tinent Matter to the Subject before him, t | 
he does his Diſcourſe in common, according 
to the Degree of Aſſiſtance received by the 
Spirit at that Time; and this will be a Con- 
firmation to them that hear, that ſuch ſpeak 


as having Authority: But a Deportment "0 


different from this, and appearing in Terms 
not agreeable to ſound Doctrine, give Rea- 
ſon juſtly to ſuſpect the contrary; and ſuch 
bring Contempt upon themſelves, being 


look' d on no other than Pretenders to what 


they have no right to meddle with; beſides, 

to father ſuch Conduct upon Inſpiration, 8 5 

ſtill adds to and heightens the Offence; and 
therefore to avoid theſe Faults, begin with 

IF emper, in coolneſs of Mind, and go on as 

; Ts 1 i ; thou | 
5 1 | 


ä _ 
thou ſeeſt thy Way open, and findeſt thy Un 
_ derſtanding enlarged; thus wilt thou have per- 


tinent Words to expreſs, and Scriptures which 
will ſuit thy Matter, and confirm it, will 


be brought in Memory that may not have 
been thought of, nor read by thee long be- 


fore; here thou wilt ſee a Reaſon for what 


thou ſayeſt; thy Underſtanding being clear 
and bright, thou wilt be able to render a 


Reaſon for what thou haſt e 


Doctrine: And if thou ſhould'ſt not in thy 
Words exactly ſuit with the Senſe of ſome 
that are thy Elders, yet this friendly, cool 
_ Temper of Mind, will render thee open to 


© xeceive from ſome kind Aquilla or Priſcilla 


Inſtruction in the Way of the Lord more 
perfectly, all which will end to thy Advan- 
tage and Improvement: Beſides, this calm 

and eaſy going on in thy Delivery, will give 


he an Advantage to raiſe thy Voice, as thou 
mind ſt inward Strength and Virtue from the 


Fpirit to increaſe; and as that grows upon 
thee, thou wilt find thy Voice to alter and fil! 
with Virtue, and thy Delivery beautified 

with an acceptable Mein and Deportment: 


Thus will thy Words be filled with Spirit 


and Life; but if thou raiſeſt thy Voice high- 
er, and ſpeakeſt faſter than thou find' ſt ſpi- 

tual Strength to aſſiſt, thou wilt over- run 

thy Opening, and natural Strength alſo, and 


| unavoidably fall into Confuſion; therefore, 
as thy Gift differs from thy Brother's, ſo 


may thy Delivery, and thy Opening alſo, 
which I beſecch thee to keep to; then wilt 


* 


* 


* 
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dhou Jr 0 as a Man of Cod, a 
Workman that need not to be 1 —ů 
rightly. woes the Word of Truth. This 
brings me to more particularly to the 
| Difference of t] e Operation or Opening, be- 
ing the 3d. and laft Head under the Apoſtle's 
notice, who ſays, And there are Drver fitres 7 i 90. 
. Operations, but it N God, which 
ann all in ol. 
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5 . This re- 
nie to The N 


i By Parables ls Beauty, Excel- _ 
Gas and Virtue of Truth often ſet forth - * 
in lively and moving Terms, producing in 
_ the Hearers the Paſhons of Sorrow, Anger, 
er Joy, its Marr te fob fills He, 


CEE 4 
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Vo that hereby they are drawn i unawares to 


N a ſevere Judgment upon their own Do- 

ings, as in the Caſe of David, when Na- 
vheo had by a Parable ſet forth the Rich 
Man's Injuſtice, in taking away the Poor 


"Man's Ewe-lamb, which was his All, to 
entertain his Gueſt with, and thereby ſparing 
\ + his own Flock: Now David hearing this 


ſo movingly deſcribed, was ſtruck with an 
Abhorrence againſt ſo vile an Act, that he 


faid, As the Lord liveth, the Man "that hath 


tone this Thing ſhall ſurely die, and reſtore 
the Lamb buy fold, becauſe he had no Pity : 
And Nathan made the Application, and faid 


| to'David, Thou art the Man: And Ddvid 


ſoon was ſenſible he had paſt a juſt Judg- 
ment upon himſelf. Sundry Examples might 
be brought to ſet this Way of Speaking 
in a truer Light; but to avoid Prolixity, I 


© confine myſelf to only three more; the firſt is 
in Taiab, where God ſets forth the Houſe of 


' Thael-under the Parable. of a Vineyard, and 
the Men of Judah as his pleaſant Plants; 


having beſtowed great Huſbandry on the 
Vineyard, he look d for Fruit agreeable 


thereto, but being diſappointed, he thus com—ꝛ 


Lt plains, When I hoked for Grapes, (meaning 
thereby the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, Judg- 


ment 2 Truth, agreeable to the Law of that 


uſt God from whom they had received fo 
many and unparallel'd Favours) they 75 brought 
forth wild Grapes: meaning Arco Ops 
preſſion,” Cruelty, Diſobedience and Injuſftice, 
ſuch Fruits as the” Gentiles (who had not 
17 8 „ been 


A 


4 


„ 


" hav favored.like the Fews, but been. Side 


out God in the World) brought forth agree: 


able- to the Nature "of , their degenerate 


| and er. Heart.: 1 


5 The Second Parable | is our * 8, * ES. i 

in he ſets forth the Injuſtice of the Fetus by 
te ſame kind of Figure: There was 4 cer- 
tain Houſholder planted a. Vineyard, and let 
it aut to Huſbandmen, and auben the Time of 


Fruit came, he ſent his Servants, whom. they 


beat; he: ſent again and again bis Servants, 


and. "they, met wich the ſame Treatment; but 


at laſt he ſaid I ui ſend my Son, perhaps 


tbey wil ſhew: Reverence unto him; but in- 


ſtead of that, ſay they, This. is the Heir; 


come let us kill him, and the Inheritance will 


| 5 ours This ſo prick d the Jeus to 
the Heart, that nk ſoon ;perceiv'd it re- 
| lad. to: them, my were fore vs, ROM 
4 At. Ht N DN n * £2\ "FE 


* 


<2» Os 8 that ap fhall TIEN | 
5 . — in Lule vili. A Sower (ſays our 
Saviour) went forth to. ſow, ſome fell by the 


Mays lde, and it was tredden down, and the 


Fru of the. Air deuunred it. Some fell up- 
ena Rack; and it withered away, becauſe it 


Jacked Moiſture: And ſome fall among Thorns, 


and the Thorns ſprung. up with it 9 choked 

it. me fell on good Ground, and brought 
Fonth ſome an Hundred fall, ſome | Sixt, 
On Wm Ly in 1 e 
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Thefs, with fandry others of the like 
Kind, interſperſed. here and there in the 
Text, ſhew the wonderful Excellency and 
Beauty which are given to and opened in a 
. Miniſter, by the divine Word, in ſpeaking 
by Parables, Com mpariſons, or Allegories, 
thereby gaining great Attention; andit is very 
moving, and of good Service to them that hear, 
being given and opened by the Spirit alone: 
And for this Reaſon thou mayſt be tempted 
to imitate; which when any one undertakes, 
who isnot qualified, nor opened by the Spirit 
therein, it makes confuſed. Work, no in- 


- ſtead of edifying the Hearers, grieves and 


nables, — and Al 


loads them with Trouble and Sorrow, to 

hear ſolid and divine Truths ſo darken'd 
and perplex d, by multiplying Words with- 
out true Knowledge; thus "is ious Prople 
are grieved: But on the — Hand, this 
makes Diverſion and Sport for the looſer 
Sort, who are too apt to make a Mock at 
all Religion and Preaching; for which Rea- 
| fon, it behoves every one to confider how 
| they are 3 ps: the Work of the Mi- 
niſtry, leſt by undertaking what is above 
their Capacities, and preſent Strength-to go 
through with, they ound cauſe Laughter 
and Lightneſs, by delivering impertinent Pa- 


legoriesy not 
1 opened to them, nor given them by the Spi- 
rit of God; Tat Spirit which” fearchoth a 
Things, yea the deep Things , Gd; and 
is the Foundation of all * true Miniſtry 
mn Miniſters, - I * if theſe or any other 
1 19 5 


61 


Things be undertaken to be expreſſed, with- 1 


out the Spirit guiding and opening the Un- 


derſtanding, it will give too much Occaſion 
for that Provetb to be renewed, Mat Con- 


Pariſo ons are odious. 


Sernnuy, By Abgerits, as the Apoſtle 


ſays, Gul. v. For it ts 40ritten, that Abra- 
ham had two Sons, the dne by a Bond- maid, 


the other by a Free-woman. But he who 'was 


f the Bond-woman wits Born after the Fleſh : 
But he of the Free-woman was by Promiſe. 
Which. Things (ago he) are. an . Allegory; 


— #6 2 are the tuo Covenants. For this 


i mount Sinat in Atabia, and anfiger-- 


ot Ferufalenr tobi row is, and is in 
Binds with her Chiller. But fetuſilem 
which 15 above, ir fret," which Ir the Metber * 


of us all (meaning true Believers) that are 


' become. the Sons of Cod by . Paith in Jen: 


Chrift ; for none ever receiv d Him b by Faith, 
but wirlr him they did recebe Poiver to be- 
come free-born' Chücten \of the nen Jeru- 
alem. Another of this Rind is im 98 
the viich: touching the Pyieſi. bod, and Office 


of our Saviour as the' High Pricff of our 


Profeſſion and Miniftry, from whom we are 
to receive Power for k ur Work. 


Thete are yet other Ways 5f Ale opel | 


| "Wd: of 'the Gi to be ſpoke to, Which to 


be more intelligible in, I conclixde them un- 


5 der the win Heads. 
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1ſt. By Narration of God's dealin 3 with 
his People in paſt Ages, 85 


2d. By recounting the Goodneſ of God 
to ourſelves. DN . 
4 . By declaring the great Encourage- 
ment we have to Virtue, from the Bleflings 
that others have met with, 


{4th By ern 5 on dome pancular 


Ng And Aly, 5 ſettin g forth the ho 
dry Diſpenſations of God to Mankind, by 
opening the Myſtery of the Law that came 

by Meofes, as figurative of the Goſpel, and 
bow the We did ra at the ſame 
Thing. is 


„ Fil "ES By 8 of. Ged's da 
ing with bis People in paſt. Ages. Suc 
"the Sermon of Lg Ads the viitt We 
of Paul, Ads the Xlith, both which; have 
the Gimme Tendency for that of te: hen, 
All. the viith, the 6 Part of what Fe aid, 
Was by enumerating God's Dealings with 
Abraum, with Jaac, and with Hael, to 
gain the Attention and Notice of his Hear- | 
ers; and the Hiſtorical Part of what he 
ſaid, may be compared to the Leaf Gold 
which Phyſicians incloſe their Pills in, they 
being thereby better concealed from the Pal- 
let, that * * 2⁰ down with the Pati- 
ent 


= INF. a. 
ent more glibly : For the Subſtance of that 
Sermon was to let them ſee, they were ated 
by the fame Spirit as were. their Fore-fa- 
thers who ſtoned the Prophets, and put them 
to Death. For (ſays he) as your Fathers did, 
fo do ye, always refift the Holy Ghoſt. This 
ſo prick'd and gaul'd them, that inſtantly 
they made his Words good, ſtoning him 


with Stones until he died: By which we 


may learn, the Way of the Spirit which ſome- 
times leadeth into, and openeth in our Minds, 
Matter which only ſerveth to gain upon the 
Affection and Attention of them that hear; 
for if one ſhou'd fall directly upon their 
preſent States without a Parable, Compari- 
ſon, Allegory, or Hiſtorical Relation, as in- 
troductory thereto, it might render our La- 
bour uſeleſs and ineffectual; but ſuch an In- 
troduction, given us by the Spirit, may 
make Way for a more ſearching and cloſe 
| Miniſtry, in ſetting the States of the Hear- 
ers in a true Light before their Eyes. * I 


; 4 


now come to the ſecond Heat. 
_ Secondly,” By recounting the Goodneſs of 
God to our ſelves, in his great Mercy viſiting 
our Souls while in the full Career of Diſobe- 
dence; and this requires great Care and Cau- 
tion, that Boaſting may be excluded, and 
the Honour of his Name, whom we preach, _ 
exalted in our Miniſtry, confirming the ſame ' 


dy Scripture, and the Experience of holy . . 


Men recorded therein: Such was that of 
Paul before Feſtus and King Agrippa, Ads 


ut 


R „ —. — 
» val PW 


in the xith e 


when he ſums up the Evidence (as it may bs 
properly e, 


a W the ee md... 


t 54 Fo 
xxvi. -22, Having thergfore (Gays FRY ob- 


tained Help of God, I continue unto this Day 


witneſſing yy to ſmall and great, Verſ. 23. 


Mat Chriſt Ibou d Suffer. os that be ſhou'd 
be the firſt that ud riſe from the Dead. 


So . that when aul appeal'd to the King's 
Faith, rging, Verſ, 27. I know. that thou 
Blr, 5 an he confeſs d himſelf, Verſ. 
28. .almoſ# perſiwaded to be a Cbriſtian. 


Thus Paul magnified the Goodneſs of God 


to himſelf, yet ſet forth therein, that Fa: 


is the true "and proper Object of Faith. 


Thirdly, by, In declaring the great 1 


5 ment que have to purſue Virtue, from the Bleſſ- 
: * | that others heve met with ther hy, ſuch as 


Noab, Abrahaw, Joſeph, 


Samuel, 
qe Author to the Hebrews, 


Dao, Ke 


giving 5 of a large Ac- 


count of the Faithfulneß of the Faithful, 
both Men ang Bs which are enume- 
rated to this very Eng: (As himſelf declares) 
that we may he prayoked by the ſtrongeſt 


| : | Examples and 3 follow the 


fame Steps in our Purſuit of Virtue: For 


in the xiith Chapter, he be- 
gins, Wherefore ſeeing aue alſo are. compaſſed 
about with 15 great a (bud of Witneſſes, let 


us lay afide every Weight, and, the Sin urch 


doth jo - eaſily bejet us. And let us rum with 
Patience the Ract that is warts . 4 now 


Fourthly, 


IE 


Is? 5 
Feu rthly, By expatiating on ſome certain 
Texts, in the Openings of Life upon the ſame, 
Which is ſtill for procuring to them Who 
hear, che fame End, by begetting Faith in 
: Chriſt the Saviour of the World; for Faith 
comes by Hearing with a believing Heart: 
Such therefore was the Preaching of Philip to 


tze Eumuch, AA, viii. For it written, Phi- 


lip opened his Mouth, and began at the ſame 
Scripture, aud preached unto him Ixsus. And 


_ ſomewhat like unto this is that of our Saviour 


in Like the ivth, where He went into the Sy- 
nagogue on the Sabbath Day, and flood up for to 
read, and there was delivered unto him the Book 
of the Prophet Eſaias; and when he had opened 
be Book, he found the Place where it Was Writ- 
ten, The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, GW. 
And be cliſed the Book, and gave it again to 
the Miniſter, and at down : And the Eyes of 
all them that were in the Synagogue were 
Faſtened on bim. Then he opened his Mouth, 
expounding the fame, ſaying, This Day(Verl. 
21.) is this Scripture fulfilled in your Ears: 
| Proceeding to the Amazement of them that 


heard him. I now come to the fifth and laſt 


Head, which I propoſe now to. een 
to my Reader. FOE ORs +08 


Fiftbiy, And laſtly, By POIs 1955 ih 


1 u Diſpenſations of God to Mankind, as 


to Abraham and Lot ; and in opening the 


 Myſteryof the Law that came by Moſes, as 8 


| only preparatory to the Goſpel,” and how the 
r n ts did "mu out Chrift, the Subſtance, 
D 4 . iel — 


| IJ $6 ] 
which was figured forth by the Offermgs . 
' Shadews, under that Diſpenſation. Now we - 
find the Diſpenſation of Angels to Noah, 
Abraham, and Lot, agreeing with the Pro- 
pPhets that came after; for unto W 
Was promiſed the Bleſſing of all Nations: 
Likewiſe opening the true and ſpiritual - 
Meaning of 1-aels Travels, after their being 
delivered from Pharaoh's Power and Thrak, 
dom, and ſhewing by the Spirit, that theſe 
Things in the Hiſtory have. a — 
to Believers in the Myſtery, ſuch as their Go- 
ing through the Red Sea, and being purſued. 
by the Power of Egypt, and their Deliver-, 
ance by an Almighty Arm; which overturn- 
ed their Enemies; and their being proved by 
want of Bread and Water, as alſo their groſs. 
Miſtake in ſetting up the Egyptian Idol, the 
Golden Calf, and dancing before it, with 
this Acclamation. of Joy, Theſe be thy gods 
O Iſrael! Cc. Now I ſay, all theſe Things 
that happened to Hrael i in Egypt, through 
the Red Sea, and in the Wilderneſs, have 7Y 
true Reſemblance of Believers travelling from 
ſpiritual Sodom and Egypt, ſo called ; which 
is no ther than coming from a State of fal- 
len Nature in the firſt Adam, in which all 
are dead, and Strangers to God, being in the 
Enmuy, are Children of Wrath, unto a 
State of Grace and Life through Jeſus Chriſt, 
our ſpiritual Mojes, being reconciled to God 
through him who is the ſecond Adam, the 
Lord from Heaven, who never fell. And 
Thus as we are ET by the Spirit, in the 


Miniſt * 


FE tal © 
Miniſtry af the Letter, to hold forth the 

true Meaning of the Spirit, therein we may 
be inſtrumentual to bring many Souls out 
of the Enmity and Wrath, to be reconciled 
to God through Jeſus Chriſt. And this 3 
Miniſtry is called the Word of Reconciliation. l 
Now, then we are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as 2 cor. 
though Cod did beſeech you by us: We pray v2 
you in Chriſt's flead, be ye reconciled to God. 
Now I ſay, a Miniſter ought. firſt to expe- 
rience the Veil, that is in the Hiſtory of the 
Letter, taken away by the Operation of 
Chriſt's Spirit in his own Heart, and the 
Subſtance of the Figures under the Law, given 

to him in Experience, and this will give him 

Boldneſs to declare what God has done for 

his Soul, as ſaid the Apoſtle; Knowing therefore „ 
1 Terrors of the Lord, ue perſiuade Men; viz. ii 

we Labour to turn Men from Darkneſs to 
Light, and from the Power of Satan the ſpiri- 

| 3 Pharaoh) unto God, &c. And as is before 
obſerved, the Senſe: of theſe Terrars. may be 
ſo acute and ſharp, upon the Spirits of our 
young Preachers, that they may with more 
Charity be excuſed that Warmth of Zeal in 
warning, and fore- warning others to for- 
fake thoſe Evils for which they have fo late- 
ly and ſeverely ſmarted: I fay, they may 
be born with, and Charity. ſhou'd be upper- 
moſt in our Minds towards ſuch, ene this 
neden 37 5 
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a3 we are conducted therein by the Word of 
Life, are of great Uſe: and Seryice in the 
Chureh, to beget Faith in Unbelievers, and 
to build up and confirm them that have had 
fame Taſte and Peeling of the Heavenly 
Sit; and this may ſo uſett dme, that have 
obtained Partof the ſame Miniſtry, chat they 
way be in danger of Borrowing one of ano- 
ther; and endeayouring te irnitate the ſame; 
but not having the ſame Virtue and Power 


ateenéing, the Nakedneſs of ſuch will-foon 


appear: But the D- er of Borrowing may 
Be as near, reſp ings ths Reriptures of he 
Old and New Teftament, with any other 
Books chat may affect our Minds, . 

have heard delivered in the Openings of 
Life. For it is no more lawful. irs thai 


preach what we' have read, becauſe we have 


read it, than it is for us to preach - what we 

_ heard; becauſe we have heard it. Nay, 
I may further add (what thou wilt find by - 

_ Experience true in due Time) that it is not 

lawful forthee to repeat thy own Experience, 
and former Openings, meerly in thy own 
Strength of Memory and Will; for if thou 
doſt treaſure up and furniſh thyſelf this 
Way, thou wilt be greatly diſappointed, and 
thy Dactrine will be like the 2 kept out 
of” Seaon; Worms bred init; and it flank. 
Now a ſpiritual Miniſter is, and ought every 
Day to be like Blank Paper, when he comes 
into the Aſſembly of the Lord's People, not 
nding on any former Openings or Ex- 


iT | perience , cither of his oon or ocker, that 


_ tat 
| he hath heard or read ; but his only and ſole 
muſt be on the Gift of the Spi- 
rit, to give, and bring to his Underſtanding 
Matter ſuitable to the preſent State of the 
Aſſembly before him. Thus will thy Words 
be fitly ſpoken, and lie Apples of Gold in 
Pictures of Silver, and thou wilt appear as 
the Oracle of God, miniſtring out of that 


Ability which God gives, and under his Con- 


duct thou wilt be fafe; thy Words being full 
of Spirit and Life, will ediße che Hearers, 
and thy own. Heart will be full of — 
and Peace, the t of the holy Spi 
which will bring thee great Honour an Re- 
ſpect from thy Brethren, which ought with 
great Care to be received; and the more thou 
haſt hereof, the more Humble and Circum- 
theft ought'& thou to be in rendring the Ho- 
nour where due, viz. To thy Lord and Maſ- 
ter, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the great "Mini 
1 and: Mere So our Profedſion. OW 


ag brought our omg Miniſters gas 

Fs — "will confider Lins fitted: for other 

Services in Travelling, Wien n be ly 
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E will n now bs our f young Mi- 
niſter, as having an Enlargement of 
both Underſtanding and Love, engaging his 


Mind to labour for the Good of others; 


and this can t be confined to thy own Meet- 
ing, Church, or County, where thou haſt 
thy Reſidence; but the conſtraining Power of 
Love, ariſing from the Operation of the Gift 
in thy own Mind, may bring thee under a 


weighty Concern to Viſit the Churches 
eee in Which Work there generally is 


gradual Beginning; Frſt, in Viſiting thy 
*. Meetings; and in this Work, 
as thou keep ſt thy Place, thou wilt gain 


Experience, and thereby come to ber more 
| fit to undertake, weightier Service. 5 


| Firſt then, Be not e to Viſit 


Friends Abroad, left thou ſhould'ſt bring thy- 
ſelf under a Suſpicion of running too faſt ; nei- 
ther be too backward, leſt thou ſhould'tt hurt 
thyſelf by hindering thy Growth in that Love 


which wou'd enlarge thy Mind for the edify- 


In 


F 


_ 
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1 In order therefore to both, I 3 a due 
_ . Attention in thy Mind, to feel the conſtrain- 
ing Power of Love to draw thy Spirit before 


thou goeſt, which will, with aa divine Affecti- 


on, and ardent Deſire, move ſtrong in thee 
for the Good of them thou art to Viſit: 


Let this reſt upon thee, with a Reſignation, 
that if it be thy Place, thou art both ready 


and willing to go. Now if theſe Deſires ariſe 


in thee from a right Spirit, thou wilt feel 


this may dull t 
nations for the preſent exceedingly: But thou 
muſt not reſt here, for the Gift thou haſt 


great Peace in ſo giving up, with a clear 
Sight ang Satisfaction in thyſelf to go. Now 
after thou haſt given up to Viſit thy neigh- 
bouring Meetings, and art come amongſt 
ſtrange Friends and Faces, thou wilt find 
thyſelf under great Fears and Doubts, how 


thou ſhalt come off ; and perhaps it may be, 


poor enough in thy own Eſteem, ſo that 
thou mayſt think thou hadſt better have 


1 ſtaid at home; and a Jealouſie may poſſe 
- thy Mind, that the Friends judge thou art 


out of thy Place: And thus thou, mayſt re- 
turn under a Cloud for thy Undertaking, and 


more eſpecially ſo, if thou find'it- thyſelf 


guilty of Slips in Expreſſion or Dotine, | 
either in Auf ying or miſciting the Text; 
y Spirits, and flag thy lncli- 


received. will not thus be ſmother'd, if thou 


regardeſt it as thou ought'ſt, and the Trou- 
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ble thou meeteſt with may be of good Uſe to 5 
7 5 thee, which hereafter — mayſt ſee (tho 


it does not now err therefore, as thou 
| | keep 


| keep'ſt thy Place, thou vit find thy Heart 
more ardently inclined to go again, Bois no 
doubt thy laft Viſit will be remember'd as a 
Bloek in thy Way to ſo gooda Work; but that 
ought not hinder, tho' it will humble thee; 
butin hopes to ſucceed better, goagain, chiefly 
| arding to "look-in the proper Place for 
Help, Where thow haſt in Time paſt met 
with it; and if thou comeſt eff well now 
this ſeeond Viſit, finding All pleaſed, this may 
raiſe thee in thy own Thoughts more than 
may be for thy Good, if thou doſt not 
watehfully call to Mind the Foundation of 
that Excellency in whieh thou haſt appear- 
ed, and glue the Praiſe thereof to the Al- 
mighty, diſcouraging in thyſelf, or any 
other, any Thing that may appear 


| thereto. Thus by degrees thu wilt be more 


_Naviſh Fear and 


acquainted and inured to ſtrange Faces and 
Meetings, and wilt 5 Strength over 4 
| neaſinefs, occa froned 

through want of Experience; and as thon 
- witneſſes a Growth'i m 4 thy Gif, the Word 
ef Life, a Coneern'of —— Moment and 
Lonſequenee may fall upon thee; for as thy 
Heart is enlarged in the Werd of Life, thy 


Dove will be farther” extended towards the 


Children of Men, and Inelinations wilt be 


taiſed in thy Mind ( in Proportion to that 


| he 8p irit thou hi 


Love which is 


vedto miniſter from) 


0 ts farther vide to the Meetings and 

People of God, in ſome adjacent County or 

Counties; under the Inpulſe whereof, thou 

b wilt ad e Difficulties and gan 
3 10 


tin che, by the Gift of 


_— 


| hid ia thy Way, which wilt bring thee un- 


der a great ſtrait what to do, ſometimes con- 
cluding this, and ſometimes that but whilſt 
thau att under this Doubting, it will be pro- 
r to adviſe with ſome Miniſters, who have 
Fad ſome Experience in the like Cafe, and 
let them know, how it is and hath been 
with thee, reſpacting thy preſent Concera, 
and they may be aflitiog; to. ſatisfy thy 
Mind, and thou mayſt from that conclade 
to give Way, being caſy and well fatiefed = 
it is thy Place to go; but before thou takeſt 
thy Journey, hy the Matter before thy Bre- 
thren, in order for a proper Certofrate, or a 
Letter of Recommendation, ſignifying the 
Satisfaction and Unity of thy Brethren, with 
thy Undertaking. All this being done, the 
Conſent of thy: Friends and Brethren Ohtain- 
ed, and nothing appearing now to obfirach, 
give up freely do make this intended Vide, 
always Aeg that thow-keepeft cloſe to 


my Gift, and followeſt the Leadings theteof 


dach in thy ings: and Doctrine; ſo 
—— thy Strength inwardly to in- 
creaſe, and Experience wilt. be daily addetl 
to thy Knawledgr, anden wilt be pre- 
 ferved from going too ſaſt in thy Travels, 

or from being perſwader to go out of thy - 
right Line, and Concerm; or from lingering 


wo long in partirular Mares, all hieb are 
hurtful: Miſtakes when fallen into; but as 


thy: Miad is preſerved under the Condutt of 


dle Spicit and Word of Truth, thou wilt ee 
7 e it ia „ return; and the ſatne 


a 8 


thee; and 


bt 
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conſtraining Power of Love in thy Heart, 


which drew thee forth, will lead thee home 
again; and when thou art there, endeavour 
to keep thy Place in Humility, leſt: thou 
ſhould'ſt miſs thy Way by endeavouring to 


appear as an able Miniſter, ſuppoſing; be- 
cCauſe thou. haſt been Abroad a little, thou 


muſt now give ſome Proof of thy Apoſtleſhip 
by enlarging on ſuch Matters as come before 


thee, apprehending, that thy Friends at 
home may 3 ſuch a Performance from 

if thou ſhould'ſt let thy Mind 

out to anſwer them therein, thou mayſt diſ- 


appoint thyſelf as well as thoſe that hear thee. 


To avoid which, be mindful to regard thy 


Opening, - proceeding no farther than led by 


the Spirit in thy Miniſtry, let it be little or 


much, without endeavouring to make it 
more or leſs ; neither covet to appear well 
read or learned; for by giving Way to ſuch 
a Temper thou mayſt diſcover thy Weakneſs, 


and appear both fooliſh- and impertinent to 


them that hear thee. It is fafe for a Miniſ- 


ter to defire no other Knowledge than the 
Work of Regeneration: in his own Mind, 
that he may ſpeak to others the Things of 


the Spirit (in ſuch Words of Plainneſs as are 
received from it) becauſe he knows them to 


be true in his own Experience, always re- 


membering, that it is not lawful for us to 


ſpeak our own Experience in our own Time 

und Will, but we muſt wait to feel ſome 
ſpiritual Virtue, and divine Aſſiſtance in our 

Minds, enabling us, by opening our Under- 


ſtandings, 


1651 
ſtand ings, to declare to others with Power and 
Authority, in the Word of Life, what God has 
done for our Souls; and.this will be delivered 
nin ſuch Terms and Plainneſs of Speech, as 
they that are unlearned, and of low Capacities, 
will underſtand; but if we undertake the 
Work in our own Time, and depend upon 
Strength of Memory, either from what has 
been opened to us before, or from what we 
have formerly had in our Experience, we 
ſhall eaſily fall under that Temptation of 
endeavouring to appear Ehquent, by em- 
belliſhing our Diſcourſe with ſuch Terms and 
Phraſes as we may not rightly underſtand, 
and therefore may miſapply ; and thus by 
aſpiring to appear knowing, well read and 
eloquent, we may diſcover our Nakedneſs 
by aiming at forbidden Knowledge, as our 
firſt Parents did: Our Safety therefore ſtands 
in keeping to the Root of the Miniftry, the 
| Inſpiration of the Spirit, patiently waiting 
at all Times to know our Places and Services 
in the Miniſtry, that when we ſpeak, it may 
be the Word and Mind of the Spirit, and 
not our own ; and when we miniſter, it may 
be in'that Strength and Ability which God 
is pleaſed to give, and not our own; and 
thus ſhall we gain Strength, and our Labour 
will be acceptable; the Hearts of our Bre- 
thren will be opened and enlarged towards 
us, as we thus approve ourſelves Work-men 
that rightly divide the Word of Truth; 
herein neither we ourſelves, ner thoſe that : 
e e hear 
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hear us, will have any juſt Cauſe to. be 


aſhamed. 829 


Now as thou thus keepeſt thy Place in thy | 
Gift, thou wilt grow therein, and thy De- 


fire and Inclinations will likewiſe with ar- 


dent Love grow in Proportion with thy Gift; 
for the Tendency of a fpiritual Miniſtry, and 
its Nature is ſuch, that it enflames the 
Mind, wherever it is, with a Deſire of do- 


ing Good to the Souls of Men, and to be 
- .Inſtrumental to promote their Happineſs, 
e eee 


Ability received; and this is no other than 
the Love of God in Chriſt Jeſus, working 
on the Intellects of thy Mind, and gently 


conſtraining thee to ſo good a Work; and 


thou wilt now clearly ſee, that a Diſpenſation 


of the Goſpel is given. thee. in Charge, and f 
thy Care ought to increaſe with thy Gift, 


how to Diſcharge thy Duty therein; but 
thou wilt alſo find at Times very ſtrong Rea- 
ſonings againſt thy Undertaking, nay per- 
haps ſtronger than before, and wilt be ready 
to- think, and ſay to thyſelf, by ſtou d J 


troubl my Mind about theſe Things, 1 had beſi 


mind my. own Work now I am young, an 
endeavour to improve myſelf” in the Affair: of 
this Life, which will be both prudent and com- 


mendable; this I will endeavaur, and likewiſe 
be as religious and careful of myſelf as, I can, 
and let others look to themſeboes for me, that's 


their Duty and not mine. Such, like reaſonings 


as theſe will at Times riſe very high in thy 


Way; but notwithſtanding, as thou keepeſt 


E 5 
to thy Gift, and waiteſt in it, all theſe Clouds 
of Reaſonings will vaniſh, and thy Mind 
will be ſecretly enflamed with Love to pro- 
mote Faith on the Earth. 


Now the firſt Journey I ſuppoſed very 
ſhort, ſoon - out and ſoon Home; but pre- 

ſuming the next to be longer, it will be 
more needful than it was the firſt Time 


to have the Approbation of the Monthly 


Mowing of which thou art a Member, and 

it may 

may think that thou art not qualified for ſuch 
an Undertaking, but they may adviſe thee 

to tarry at . till thou art /in their 


o happen, that ſome of thy Brethren 


Thoughts) better fitted for ſuch a Viſit; and 


this may be a very hard Trial, which if not 


. rightly taken, may prove hurtful to thy 


Mind; for if thou art apt to be dejected, 
this may bring thee, very low, and ſtagger 
thee fo A ſo as to call in Queſtion the very 
Foundation which thou haſt thus far proceed- 
ed upon in thy Miniſtry, but if thou keepeſt 
thy Place in thy Gift, this will be of great 
Benefit to thee, in gaining Experience, I 
ſay, here will be a great need of keeping a 
| _ Cloſe Watch over thy own Temper and Spi- 
| Fit, leſt Prejudice ſhou'd beget hard Thoughts 
in thy Mind againſt thoſe whom thou mayſt 
look upon as Oppoſers, becauſe they ſeru- 
ple giving Conſent to thy Travelling fo long 
a Journey as is propoſed; ſo that if thou art 


of a vindictive Temper, and apt to Reſent- 


or. Fre non 
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tincture thy Miniſtry with Bitterneſs 


which will appear by giving flant and 
ſide Strokes in thy Preaching, or by ſuffer- 
ing thyſelf to think, that what they offer in 


Oppoſition to thy Travelling, proceeds 


from - ſome private Pique or Reſentment, 
and not from any juſt .Cauſe of Objection 
that they have to thy Miniſtry, but out of a 
captious Humour they ſet themſelves againſt 
thee; and thou to be even with them, giv- 


ing Way to Paſſion and Reſentment, ſo that 


thy Mind is ſoured, and thy Miniſtry tinc- 


tured with Anger and Revenge, giving Side- 
blows with a View to oppoſe thy Oppoſers; 


but whatever thy Succeſſes may be reſpecting 


them, thou mayſt aſſure thyſelf, by this 


Conduct thou wilt expoſe thyſelf to Con- 


tempt with thy beſt Friends, and make thy 
Way more ſtrait, by increaſing the Num- 
ber of diffatisfied Brethren by thy Preaching 


ſo full of Reſentment, and void of Gofpel 


Love; the more thou ſtriveſt this Way for 
Victory and Enlargement, the greater and 


ſtronger the Oppoſition will be againſt thee, 
and thop wilt become an Object of both 

Scorn and Contempt: Therefore to avoid 
all theſe Inconveniencies that may ariſe on 


this Account, it will be fit to confider, that 
for every Fault or Error thou art guilty of in 


thy Travels, whether it be in Doctrine or 
Converſation, the Meeting and Friends that 


have dees mmended thee as a Miniſter, nwſt 


ſharel argely with thee, both in the Blatne and | 
Shame thou bring'ſt upon thy Profeſſion and 
OT, by TT ill Conduct or 2 x gg 
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Doctrine; and 8 every F Bend 3 
Brother in thy own Meeting ought to be 
ſatisfied, both reſpecting thy Miniſtry and 
Conduct as a Miniſter, &er they ſign Letters 
recommendatory on thy Behalf; nay, it isthe 
Cf indiſpenſable Duty of every Member, hav- 
ing a juſt Cauſe of Objection, to o oppoſe thy 
Pretenſions to Travel as a Miniſter, with 

this Caution, that he in a Brotherly and 


Goſpel Spirit ſhew the Cauſe of his Ob-- 


jections; and whether it may relate to thy 
Doctrine or Converſation, or both, let this 
Mind be in thee, that it is deſigned for the 
Good of the whole, and with a View to 
prevent any Uneaſineſs to the Society, and 
not in any Prejudice to thee, but for thine 
and the Churches good; therefore guard 
againſt a Spirit of Envy and Reſentment, 
and keep in Love and Charity with all thole 
that may appear againſt thee, deſiring above 


all, to be endued with an cable and for= 


giving Spirit ; put the beſt Meaning, on what 
thou haſt met with, that it was and is de- 
ſign'd for thy Good, with a View to fave 
both thine and the Monthly. Meeting's Cre- 
dit, where thou art a Member, making thy 
humble Application in Spirit to God for true 
Wiſdom, and the Spirit of a ſound Mind 
to conduct thee in this Time of Trial, by 


Oppoſition from ſuch as may wiſh both thee 


and the Cauſe of Religion right well in 
general, keeping cloſe. to thy Gift, forbear- 
ing to appear in the Miniſtry, if thou feeleſt 
any Tincture of Sourneſs or Reſentment, 

os but 


17% 
but wait in Silence 1 all that is purged 
out and taken | away, by the prevailing Pow- 
er of Love in Chriſt . Jeſus, that ſo the 
Miniſtry of Reconciliation from him may 
5ll thy Mind; and in this, as thou art kept 
and preſerved, thou wilt through Patience 
overcome all that may oppoſe thee : Thus 
wilt thou, by divine Aid, Fs able to turn 
thy Water (which hath been afflicting) into 
Wine, and thy Way will be opened, all 
5 Objections removed, and ſome whom thou 
mayſt have look'd upon as Enemies, may 
appear now thy beſt Friends, who have 
watch'd over thee for good; and finding all 


their Objections anſwered, and Uneaſineſſes 


concerning thee removed by thy humble, 
meek, and prudent Conduct, may With both 
Freedom and Pleaſure conſent to ſign thy. 
Credentials as a Miniſter in Unity with 
them; tho they may not, all come in at 
once, but ſome may ka, Mea ſuch Impreſſions, 
by conteſting the Point, that it will require 
Time to wear out; but thy Strength will 
Increaſe, and the Love of thy Brethren grow 
ſtrong towards thee, for the Work's Sake. 


Thus by Faith, having thorough Wein 
ne all theſe Difficulties, thou wilt 
find the Words of the Apoſtle true, that 
All Things ſball Work together for good, to 
them chat love and fear God. And theſe 
Afffictions and Trials will add to thy ſpiri- 
tual Improvment, and thou wilt grow in the 
8 Root, and thy e will be much en- 
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larged, and great will be thy Comfort and 
Peace. But ſuppoſe again, that thou meeteſt 
with no Oppoſition of this Kind, but the 
Meeting, and every Member in it, are 
pleas d, and chearfully recommend thee as 
a Miniſter in Unity with them; then it is 
ncedful to conſider, that thou haſt in ſome 
good degree the Credit and Honour of that. 
Meeting repoſed in thee, of which thou 
ought'ſt for both thy own Sake and theirs, 

to be very circumpect and careful, know- 
ing that if thou fhould'ſt bring any Diſ- 

grace or Shame upon thyſelf, either in thy 
Miniſtry or Converſation, the Meeting that 
have certified on thy Behalf, will likewiſe 
ſuffer with thee, and come under Blame for 


tecommending thee as a Miniſter, finding 
tthat thou anſwereſt not the Character given 


concerning thee; and under this State thy 
Return will bring both Sorrow and Shame to 
thy Friends at "Hb: For the avoiding 
whereof, the next Chapter containeth ſome 
needful Cautions and Counſel. I conclude 


this with Pauls Advice to Timothy, 1 2 Tins. be. 
charge thee therefore before God, - and the * ie 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Preach the M. ord, be in- 
fant in Seaſon, out of Seaſon; reprove, re- 
 buke, exhort with all long-ſuffering and Doo 


trine. For the Time wil come, when they 


will not endure ſound Doctrine. But watch 
thou ix all Things, endure Afﬀittions, do the 
Work of an Evangeliſt, make full Proof of 
thy Miniſery. This excellent Advice, with 


| thatin the Cloſe of the ſecond Chapter, is Tia. l. 
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cautians againſt Pride a Exaltedneſs, 
Meddling in Matters, ſpreading Reports, 
Sc. and a general Recommendation of Hu- 


er, and Meekneſs in all Things, 


Now ſuppoſe thee _ to take thy 
Journey, in Unity with thy Brethren, 
a manifeſt by the Credentials given Res | 
for that Purpoſe. | | 


Thus Jeaving thy PRE Rl in the ent 
Fellowſhip | - the Goſpel, having their 
Prayers for thy Preſervation and Succeſs; yet 
not without great Fear and Weeping, thou 
ſetteſt out, doubting how it may anſwer; but 
thou mayſt perhaps be well ſatisfied for a few 
Meetings at thy firſt ſetting out in this great 
7 Humility of Mind; but thou muſt. then 
keep ſo humble and inward with the Lord 
in Spirit, as to wait daily for the Renewings 
of both Wiſdom and Power from him; and 
thus will thy Mind be ſupplied, every Meet- 
ing, with new Life and Matter ſuiting the 
States of the People thou art amongſt; and 

this will be to thy Comfort and Peace, and 

to. their Edification. | 


But if after theſe freſh Sup plies that = 
nb ah art fayourcd with, thou Pſhould ſt grow 
ET. | 3 unmindful 


* 
. 
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unmindful what thou really art, and begin 

to think thyſelf in a better Capacity for 
the Work than formerly, and the Eſteem 

and Favour ſhewn thee by thy Friends, 
begins to ſwell thy Mind above that 


humble and depending Frame; thou wilt 


find aſter ſuch a State of Mind prevails upon 
thee, that Leanneſs and Barrenneſs of Soul 
will enſue; and if thou doſt not bethink 
thyſelf ſeaſonably to return, but endeavour'ſt 
in thy own Strength and Will to ſave thy 


Credit as a Miniſter, thou wilt loſe Ground | 


faſter than it was gained. Thus ſome, after 


they have begun well, and gone on ſo for 


ſome Time, having gained ſome Experience, 
and a Form of found Words, but for want 
of keeping humble and . inward in Spirit 


with. the Lord, they have inſenſibly gone 
from the Foundation. and Spring of living 


Miniſtry, and depended on Memory, for- 
mer Experience, and Openings, and not on 


the Inſpiration of the Spirit, which is the 
Root of all true Miniſtry, and what pro- 


ceeds from it is always new and acceptable. 


1 ſay, ſuch have fallen into Repetitions of 


the fame Things, without a Newneſs of Vir- 
tue attending them therein, and ſa have be- 
come formal Miniſters in the Oldneſs of the 


Letter; and this Sort of Preaching may take 
with ſome, eſpecially thoſe that are unſenſible 
of the Virtue of the 8 Spirit to reveal unto them 


the Things ofthe Spirit of God. But notwith- 
ſtanding thou mayſt have Favour and Credit 
n Wen as a Fpeachen. and may be by thoſe 
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| reſpected for a little Time, and re- 
garded as ſuch; yet the longer that thou 
goeſt on in this Way, the more thou wilt 
covet Honour and Pre- eminence, yea, thou 
wilt in Time be apt to ſeek the Praiſe of 
Men more than of God, and out of Hum- 
our, being diſpleaſed if thou haſt it not. But 
alas, this is poor Work; for by the Living i in 
Religion thou wilt ſoon. be diſcovered, and 
found out to be but an empty, dry, and 
unfruitful Formaliſt; and they that are 
Alive unto God, will ſee thee plainly to be 
ſioch; for the Lotd' 5 People, who have a 
ſpiritual Diſcerning, can't be long impoſed 
upon, but they will find out, and dif- 
cover the true Voice from the falſe, loving the 
firſt, and thee for the Sake thereof; but 
rejecting the 14, and the Authors thereof, 
be they whoever they may: Therefore all 
thy Contrivance, Fore-caſt, and Skill, uſed 
to the utmoſt Advantage in thy own Time, 
Will, and Strength, will prove but as a 
5 broken Ciſtern that can hold no Water, that 
wille ever afford Refreſhment to the People 
of God, but will load and grieve them. To 
avoid all which; it will be ſafe to keep in an 
| humble Dependence, endeavouring to keep 
near the Lord, having him always before 
our Eyes, that we may receive daily Ability 
from him, and ſpeak as we feel our Minds 
moved by his divine Spirit; and whether it 
be little or much that we have to fay, be 


thankful that we are favoured with his Pre- 


; ſence and Life in our Gar. not ſo much 
N Ta Es | 


TS 


regarding what others may ſay or judge con- 


cerning us, as the Peace and Satisfaction that 


we inwardly enjoy by the Word of Life, that 


Life which is the Light of Men. Thou mayſt 
find thyſelf as this Day drawn forth and 
greatly enlarged in thy Miniſtry, but to Mor- 


row thou mayſt be ſhut up, barren and poor, 


having but very little to ſay, and that but very 
brokenly, as with a ſtammering Tongue, 
which may ſeem very uneaſy to thee fo 
to appear; and under ſuch a Condition thou 


mayſt be tempted to go beyond thy Com- 
miſſion, This ought always to be watch d 
_ againſt, for it is our ſafeſt and beſt Way, 

at all Times, to appear juſt as we feel 


Power and Strength in our Gifts, endeavour- 
ing to keep our Minds in Patience, be it 


how it will, knowing that the Wind blows John mm. 
qubere, , when, as ſtrong, and weak, as it * 
liſtetb, and we can neither add or diminiſh 


ought from it; but if in the Time of Weak- 


neſs we endeavour to hide ourſelves by mul- 


tiplying Words, we ſhall diſcover ſtill more 


Weakneſs, and in this State Silence will be 


much more ſafe than Preaching; therefore 


if thou haſt but little to ſay, fay but little; 


and if thou haſt nothing to ſay, be filent; 
for altho' thou mayſt be judged as out of thy 
Place in Travelling, having nothing to 


Preach, yet if any count this as a Fault to 


be aſhamed of, it is to be conſidered, 


_ that this reputed Shame (for in reality it is 
1 thy- Credit) will fall more driectly upon thy- 28 


ſelf, in thy undertaking to Preach without 


Wu >; 
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any Cy for fo doing; for by fuch 


an Undertaking thou mayſt fall unwares in- 


to ſuch Impertinences that may be a real- 


Shame, both- to thyſelf and thy Brethren 
alſo, who will hereby ſhare deeply with thee, 
and the Principle be reproach'd for thy Folly 
and Forwardneſsin pretending to Inſpiration, 


when thou haſt it not; therefore, if at Times 


thou art very poor, and has nothing to ſay, 
let not this tempt thee to go beyond thy 
Line; for this Poverty and Affliction thou 
art under, may by divine Purpoſe be brought 


upon thee, to prepare thy Mind to ſpeak | | 


more feelingly, and with moving Language 
to others under the like | Diſtreſs, and Bar- 
renneſs of Soul. Thus are the Miniſters of 
Chriſt often, as it may be ſaid, baptized for 


the Dead, vis. they are given to taſte of the 


various and near Trials that Believers are exer- 
. Cifed and proved by, and are likewiſe made 
to taſte and feel of the infinite Mercy of 
God, in the Raiſing them from Death to 
Life, and from the Power of Satan and 
Darkneſs to partake of the Joys of Immor- 


5 5 tality and eternal Life, brought to Light | 


a v4 the en, | 
A erben a Miniſter i 1s chen ! by 


pril Affliction, occaſioned by the with- 


drawing of divine Virtue from his Mind, and 
ſuffered, as many good Men have been, to be 
buffeted, tempted, tried, and fifted by Satan, 


feeling Faith, Hope, and Patience almoſt to 


ll yetin this State, by a ſecret and hidden 


Power, 


Tek: „ 
| gn neither ſeen nor. thoug ht of, 


is preſerved; tho' for very - 
he may be ready to cry out in the very 
| Bitterneſs of his Soul, Oh! wretched Man. 
that I am, to undertake what I was not call. 
ed to, and to run ger I was ſent, my Puniſh- 
nent is greater than I can bear. Thus it 
pleaſes, God to ſuffer his Miniſters to be 


122 that they may come forth as Veſſels | 


t for the Renner: 


But "= ben this Feine is pleaſed 


to reveal himſelf the Beloved of the Soul, 


Oh! what exceeding Joy, what exceeding. 


Soul Satisfaction then? Oh! then a Mi- 
niſter can from Experience cry out and ſay, 
Came taſte and {ee that God is good, and wor- 


thy to be waited 1 pon. Ob! Come, and [ 5 


ll you what Ged 4M done for. my Soul, 


Now this Miniſtry begets Faith, and raiſes 


the Hearers Minds up unto the lively Ho 
of the Goſpel, . the Power of Life, in.t 


Preaching of the Word as the Oracles of SE 
God, and in that AN we. receive 50 


kim. 


K we find uch Kind of . and. 


Afflictions by Poverty and Barrenneſs, to 
turn both to ours and the Churches Good, 
as we keep the Word of God's Patience; 
and tho in this State of Poverty and Weak- 
neſs, ſympathizing Friends are very few, 


0 and ſuch as will frown and: look ſtrange | | 


upon 
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upon us may be many, yet nevertheleſs, ſuch 
whoſe Eyes are upon us, ſome for Evil, 
and ſome for Good, will ſee that our Ex- 
 eellency is in him that has called us to this 
Work, and not in ourſelves; and in due 
Time, as we keep in Humility and Patience, 
waiting in our Gifts, we ſhall be drawn. 
forth and enlarged to the datisfaction of them 


that hear us: The Scale may come to be 


turned, and thou mayſt now have more to 
admire, and ſpeak in thy Praiſe than thou 
| Hadſi to frown upon thee ; for ſuch is the 
Ficklenefs and Uncertainty of many in this 
Refpect, that they will turn both with us, 
and againſt us, in a ſhort Time; fo that the 
more Applauſe we have, the more fearful of 
ourſelves we ought to be; but if we ſhou'd 
be exalted in ourſelves, by Reaſon that we 
are admired by common Fame, we may, 
Fier we are aware of it, bring ourſelves into 
the ſame Condition before deſeribed, and 
all that Friendſhip may be turned into 
Slight. and Enmity again: It is therefore 
very ſaſe for us, at all Times to keep hum- 
ble, and inward with the Eord, waiting in 
our Gifts, that we may truly know when 
to ſpeak, And what, as likewiſe when to be 
filent; herein we ſhall grow from one De- 
gree- of Experience to another, the Goſpel 
will be purely preached, and the Work 
wil proſper 1 in our Hands. 


Vert, be Weill of thy Oboe, ; for 


it * fo happen, that where thou In 
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| "ods caſually or deſignedly, thou mayſt 


hear of ſome Differences ſubſiſting amongſt 
Friends, and others may likewiſe expoſe 
ſome Vices that ſome of their Meeting may 

be addicted to, of which they will be pleaij- 
ed thou takeſt N otice; but to all ſuch Kind 


of Diſcaumſes thou ought ſt to give no heed, 
but rather with Decency ſhun them, leſt | 


they ſhou'd bias thy Mind in thy Miniſtry, 


and ſo thou mayſt preach by Information, 


more than by Inſpiration: This will hurt 


thy Service and Reputation; but if after thy 


3 8 is over, thou meeteſt with any Thing 


of this Kind, and canſt have Freedom to 
| adviſe, or be ſerviceable. in any Reſpect, to 
ſet right Things which are amiſs, endeavour | 

to keep in the Way of thy Duty with all 


Humility, and Patience, conſidering impar- 


tially what is ſaid on all Sides; then meekly 


perſwade to Peace rather than judge amongſt 
them, for it may be dangerous to judge on 
either Side, without a fair Hearing, leſt 
thou ſhou'd give Strength to that which thou 
ought'ſt not; but if we can in a Friendly 


manner bring contending Parties to an 


Agreement, we ſhall do a good Work; and 
if we have any Advice to give to the Diſ- 
orderly and Vicious, let it be done in much 
Love . Tenderneſs, rather ſhewing the 


1 evil Conſequences of ſuch. Prion. by 


Compariſon. in other Men, (which may 


ſhew them. their Folly) than to. fall directly © 
upon them. By this Way of Reproof, Ne. 
8 tas brought David to paſs. Sentence 


upon 
himſelf; | 


Lev xir. 
16. 
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himſelf, and if _ art g dente to ſet 
their Folly in a clear Light, they may there- 


by be prevailed on to Reform and Amend. 


Thy prudent Conduct herein will much in- 
creaſe both my Service, and Peace, 


5 Next, be cafeful no! to carry Tales and 


Reports from one Place to another; for ſome 


have, by ſuch Work, made themſelves very 
Offenſive; - and conlider:* that 7. ale- bearing | 


is forbidden under the Law, as of pernici- 
ous Conſequence to the Peace of Society. 


How ſordid then muſt it appear in a Goſpel 
Miniſter, to be guilty of this Folly? There- 
fore, if thou at any Time art informed of 
ought concerning any Friend, that may in- 
jure his Character, firſt enquire, whether 


ſuch an Informer hath given ſuch an one 
| Goſpel Order; and whether, if he be called 


upon to vouch what he has ſaid, he 


will abide by that Report? This will be a 
Means to put a Stop to Tale- bearing in a good 
Degree : Yet for all this, if thou find' ſt a 


Concern to adviſe with ſuch an one, and to 
let him know what thou haſt heard concern- 


ing his, or her Conduct, minding that Pro- 
hibition, Exod. xxiii. 1. againſt falſe Reports, 


5 this will make it needful, if what thou haſt 


heard be queſtioned, as to its Truth, for 


thee to make known thy Authors, to 


make out what they have Reported; and if 


thod of, I will tell thee, but do thou keep ' 


it appears on Examination falſe,” a Stop will 
be put to it, which otherwiſe, by the Me- 


10 


l,, 
To thyſelf, might go far and wide: This 
Conduct will be as a Fortreſs againſt all ſuch 
buſie People, who love to ſcan their Neigh- 
bours Failings, while they overlook their 
own ; and thy Credit will grow with thy 
Friends, and thy Gift will make Room for 
thee, as thou art thus preſerved : But if thou 
Thould'ſt have a Pleaſure in, and encourage 
ſuch Tatling, thou wilt hurt thy Service, 


. and feed that Temper in others as well as in 


thyſelf, which ought to be ſlain ; therefore 
never hear nor receive any ſuch Report, 
but from ſuch judicious Friends who have 
laboured in a Spirit of Love to reclaim ſuch 
Offenders, and want thy Aid to ſtrengthen 
their Endeavours already ufed for the Good 
of ſuch ; which is what in Juſtice, accord- 
ing to Goſpel Doctrine, we owe one to ano- 
ther: TRI Kind of Behaviour will anſwer 
thy Character, and thou wilt have Praiſe 
. 8 | 


In the Courſe of thy Travels thou wilt 
have frequent Opportunities with Friends 
at their Meetings of Diſcipline, in which 
Meetings there may happen ſometimes | 
"warm Debates, which may, if thou art not 
very careful and reſerved, be a Snare to thee 
in thy Conduct, and thou mayſt be too cafily 
provoked to ſpeak on one Side or the other, 
before thou doſt rightly know and under- 
ſtand the Matter. Now, Altho? I wou'd 
have us be very careful and cautious, how 
we meddle at ſuch Times, and in ſuch 
en Os F Meetings, 


55 1B 1 
Meetings, et 1 W that we ſhou' d * 
erciſe ba our Bark and bored 
ings, waiting in our Gi ts; aps We | 
2 a B in reconciling g Matters in D in D 3 
bate; and if thou end it thy ET to 
"2 ak be upon the Enquiry; 5 t 
3 1 right 7 — that is . 
ed for, and let thy Words be delivered witli 
great Deference and Regard to both Parties, 
with that decent ends Submiſſion 
and Sweetneſs, that is becoming thy Age 
and Experience to treat thy Friends with. 


| If thou ſhould likewiſe obſerve a Dif 
| ference in the Management of their Affairs; 
reſpecting their Diſcipline in common, from 
what it is in the Meeting whereof thou art 
a Member, and from this mayſt judge thy- 
ſelf able to. ſhew them a better Method, 
which Method by 9 is become fami- 


5 liar to thee, and if n art forward to dictate, | 


by endeavouring to perſwade them to alter 


their Method- of ordering Matters, thou 


mayſt be look'd upou as a bufic Meddler in 
what concerns thee not. But if in private 
Converſation, ſome better Notions of Ma- 
nagement reſpecting the making fuch Meet- 
ings more ſerviceable, to anſwer the good 
End propoſed by them for the Benefit of | 
Society, can be cultivated in the Minds of 
| thoſe concerned, and fo propagated by De- 
grees, it might be of great Uſe; but haſty 
| evolutions and Changes in Forms of Dif- 
| 1 89 are of . Conſequence, and 
| Ws ” onght 


. 
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| t never to be attem ted, but upon Gan. 
ps cer well digeſted ; for! it 100 offend 
ſome, and unſettle others, by raiſing Debates 
r and againſt, which may cauſe great Heats 
if they N Riff on both Sides, as it may like- 
Iy ſo fall out, to the Breach of Unity, and 
leſſening brotherly Love and Charity one to 
a 5 


1 have blamed, that where a Monthly 
or Quarterly Meeting have continued in the 
Method recommended to them by ſome 
worthy Elders who are now gone, and left 
this Practice as it were a Legacy to them, 
ſome have been very much opinionated | 
thereof, in Honour to. the Founders of the 


ethod they may be in; and we not know- 


Ing the Robin inducing fach wotthy Elders 
to his or that Way of Management, ought 
to be very tender in judging about Things 
of this Nature; and it may not be ſo mate- 
rial, whether Things may be done this or 
; that Way, for the Good of the Whole, ſo 
they be done in Charity and Love; there- | 
ore let us in our Travels take Care; not 
haſtily to meddle and dip into theſe Affairs, 
and lo do more hurt than good. 


Now as to thy private ConduB? in al 

| 5 where thou art with thy Friends: Be 
' very modeſt and thankful for ſuch Entertain- 

ment as may be given thee ; and tho' it may 

be but 0 n thy Eſteem) poor and mean, yet 

as thou haſt it from a ſincere, loving, hearty 

8 * 2. „ and 
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and honeſt Mind, according to the Ability 
of the Giver, be content, thankful and 
chearful with it; remembring who ſaid, He 
that gives a Cup of cold Water to a Prophet, in 
the Name of a Prophet, ſhall have a Prophet's 
Reward. And guard againſt ſpeaking dif- 
Feſpetfully in any other Place of that Enter- 
tainment, (tho' mean) for that may be very 
offenſive, and give great Uneaſineſs, being 
a hurt to thyſelf more than thou mayſt be 
aware of; but in theſe Matters behave as 
a becomes thy Place and Servite. 


And in thy cam ee herber in pub- 
lick, or more privately with thoſe of a diffe- 
rent Sex; be ſtrictly careful to avoid too great 
Familiarities, and every Thing, which, tho 
innocent in itſelf, may give any juſt Occa- 
fion of Offence to ſuch who may be watching 
over thy Conduct, either with a good or 
evil Eye; that fo thou mayſt not only be 


preſerved from Evil, but likewife from every 


Appearance thereof; and by a prudent and 
inoffenſive Behaviour adorn the Goſpel of 
God our Saviour, and be an Example to the 
. Bekevers, not only i in Word and Doctrine 
in publick, but likewiſe in private, in Con- 
 verſation, in Charity, in 5 _ in Faith, 
| and 1 in Parity. 


And if 56 art unmarried, carefully guard 
agpinſt either making or receiving any Pro- 
poſals to alter thy Condition haſtily, and 
without being welladviſed, and einge 2 

* 8 Clear 
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as therein; but finiſh thy Journey firſt; let” | 
the other reſt till that is over, fo wilt thoua- | 
void the Riſque of any Reproach that might - 
fall upon thee for any Miſbehaviour i in t 3 
Matter. 

Take what Care thou canſt, according to 
thy Ability, not to make the Goſpel chargea- 
bie to thy Friends, in going from one Place to 

another, neither be difficult to pleaſe in ſuch. ü 

Places, but always ſhew thyſelf eaſy and 
contented with ſuch Entertainment as can be i 

had; ſome Tempers, tho ſtrait handed 
enough themſelves, are yet difficult to pleaſe, 
and apt to find Fault, giving by ſuch Con- 
duct Uneaſineſs to their Friends; but as we 
have no Views of Reward from our Hearers, 

nor ought to defire any other thana little Sup- 

_ ply for the preſent Occaſion, of what is need- 
ful to Eat and Drink, for which, let us be. 

thank fully contented, and not ſhew any Un- 
eaſineſs, if what is let before us don't fo. 
well ſuit our preſent Wants, but conſider the 
Ability of the Friends where we are, who 

may exceed their common Way of Living 
conſiderably, the better to accommodate 
us: A diſcontented and murmuring Spirit 
hath done Hurt, and given Occaſion for 

ſome to ſay, That the Deſign of Such in going 

Abroad was to Eat and Drink, more than id 

| Preach the Goſpel; a. Reflection, J hope, 

every Friend in his Travel will take Care to 
avoid, and take all Occaſions to prevent; 
not forgetting, that all the Malice the World 
whe Devil have vented- againſt the trug 


4 1 Miniſtry 
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Miniſtry | amongſt us, could never fix 


the Odium upon us juſtly, of being Mer- 


renary, that is, ſuch who ever look d for 


Gifts, or ſought after Rewards; a. Leproſy 


affecting all the Hireling Teachers in the 


5 World, of what Rye er 


„Da Brethren, let us We " our 
Conduct that noble Way we have ever 
walked in, that as we have freely received 
our Miniſtry from God by his Spirit, freely 
to give to the People; for a free Miniſtry 
will ſtand, and be continued in the Church 
to lateſt Poſterity; but the Hirelings will be 


| by Dec more and more, d. come to . 


are any Sick, either in ba or na 


amongſt them, and wait to know thy Place 
and Freedom in thy Gift to viſit ſuch; but 
in all ſuch Viſits, let thy Words be few and 
weighty, for if thou ſhöuld'ſt glèe Way 


thyſelf to much Diſcourſe, or indulge it in 


thoſe thou viſiteſt, it may hurt. thy Service 
to them, and render it void; therefore re- 
gard the Weight of 'thy Gift to open thy 
Underſtanding, that Whether thou, mayſt be 


opened in Cw ſhort Exhortations, or by 


Way of Prayer, what thou haſt, may be 


_ from thy Gift, not then doubting, but thou 
mayſt be inſtrumental of good to them thou 


fo viſneſt: But ſome apptehend; that when 
TT are wich the Sick, in either Body or 
. „ Mind, 


5 
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Mind, that they muſt be preaching, praying, 
or diſcourfing, perhaps beyond due Bounds, 


which ſometimes have proved rather a Bur- 
den and Grief to e 3 than a Com- 
dort. 


And if thou obferveſt i in any a Slackneſs, 
or an undue Liberty taken, not ſo agreeable to 
their Profeſſion, unto whom thou find'ſt thy 


Mind engaged to ſpeak by Way of Advice 


or Caution, let it be done in the Spirit of 
Meekneſs and Love, that if poſſible, thou 
mayſt reach the Witneſs i in help Minds, that 
what thou'lay'it is right. Thus having diſ- 
charged thy Duty as a Miniſter, "both ina 
. public and private Capacity, (that is). L 
mean in the Aſſemblies and private Families 
where thy Lot has fallen, thou wilt return 
with EA Joy and Conſolation, finding the 
Words of the Royal Prophet fulfilled; He _ 
that goeth forth and weepeth, beari ng precious 


Seed, ſhall doubtleſs come again with ge. 


| bringing is Sheaves cps bim. 4 56-6 


Pſal. c exxvi. 
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Advice to Miniſters in the State of young 
Men, wherein Self-conceit of - themſelves, 
and too low Eſtimation of others, may be apt, 
to raiſe the Mind above the low and bumble. 
Nele, <oherein its Safety: ans IS TIES 
Shall now confiler our young Miniſter 
as grown to a conſiderable Degree of 
Knowledge and Experience in the Work, 
and in Part to the State of a young Man that 
is ſtrong, in whom the Word dwells more 
plentifully ; and thy Reputation as a Miniſter 
growing with thy Gift, thou mayſt now be 
look d upon in thy own Meeting as a Member 
of ſome weight, to whom thy Brethren pay 
a conſiderabie Regard; in which State new 
Trials and Temptations may ariſe, and thou 
mayſt be in as much Danger (in ſundry Parti- 
culars) if not more, to miſs thy Way, than 
| when leſs look d upon, both by thyſelf and 
others. Now thy Friends may apply to thee 


. for Advice and Counſel under their Difficul- 


ties, and if thou ſhould'ſt happen to miſ- 
tike, andadviſe wrong, thou wilt be blam- 
ed, and᷑ the Hurt ſuſtained' by following thy 
Counſel: will be laid upon thee as an Excuſe 
to themſelves ; Thus, I ſuch an one had not 
adviſed me to it, I ſhow'd not have done it; 
and this may bring Tone Uneaſineſs won. | 
thee, 


f 


{ 


thee, very hard to bear by SOR, Reſentment, 
and endeavouring to vindicatethyAdvice given 


as ſuitable at that Time, laying the Blame 


(ii any) on the Miſmanagement of the Per- 


ſon adviſed: Sometimes a ſmall Spark of 
Cantention thus kindled, hath riſen to a 


Flame: To avoid which, be very cautious 
in giving Advice in difficult Caſes, without 

very good. Grounds for what thou fayſt, and 
adviſe. the Parties to conſult thoſe of greater 
Experience and Judgment, to excuſe thy 


meddling therein; ſo wilt thou be free from 
Blame on all Hands; but yet I wou'd not 


have thee peremptorily to refuſe hearing the 
Complaints of Perſons under Trouble, that 
may really want Advice and Help; but 
when thou haſt heard, conſider if their 
Trouble dothariſe from any Miſu nderſtanding 


on any Account, and whether ſome Way 
can't be found out for their Relief, by Me- 


diation and Perſwaſion of Perſons not con- 


cerned in the Matters under Diſpute. Thus 
mayſt thou be inſtrumental in making Peace, 
without dipping into the Matter, which is 
the chief Cauſe of Complaint, and this will 

add ta thy Credit as a e NMnber in tha 5 


Body, 


Next, thou mayſt n now appear Wich more 


A urance and Boldneſs in thy Miniſtry, 


which Boldneſs, if not duly temper'd with 
Modeſty, Humility, Wiſdom and Meek- 
neſs, may render thee unpleaſant to the Ears 


Bi them that hear 1 and more n. 5 
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it thy Doctrine ſhould favour more of the Man, | 
Gas it did in Time paſt, when thou appear- 
ed in the Innoceney and Infancy of the 
Miniſtry : And this Conduct may raiſe up. 
ſundry of the Meeting to watch over thee, 
3 a View to have Ae to lay hold 
of to thy Prejudice, yet intending (at leaſt 
pretending) thy good, to inſtruct thee better, 
and humble thee; and then if thou 8 mi- 
. ftake or miſplace any Scripture, or drop any 
Thing that may not ſeem ſafe to be e Ned 

by in thy Preaching, it may be handed about 
oe art high and uneaſy at Reproof) 
m one to another privately, until it comes 
to thy Knowledge, and thou mayſt then find 
it hard to live under it (more eſpecially) if 
thou art of a vind;Five and high Spirit, not 


able to bear Contradiction and Reproof, " 


becomes a Miniſter of Chriſt; it will there- 


fore be prudent to conſider. thy natural 


ane and Diſpoſition of Mind, endea- 

vouring to keep thyſelf under Sobjection to, 
the raps Power. of- the Croſs, that 
thy Doctrine may be adorned with Meck- 
neſs, and alſo ſeaſoned with Gofpel Salt: In 
this State judicious Friends will love, and 
vindicate thy Service; but if thou giveſt 
Way to thy own Spirit, and in the Heat 
thereof attempteſt to miniſter, and vindicate 
_ "thyſelf over the Heads of thy offended, 
Friends, this will render thy Doctrine un- 
pleaſant to the Ear, and bring thee under 
more Diſgrace; and finding thyſelf under 
« ORs ang in "IE es of Contempt 


with, 


[oe] 


5 with and among thy Brethren, take Care 5 


it thou doſt not unawares (in the Heat 
and height of thy own Spirit, which is not 
able to bear evil Report) begin to chide, 
and think to threaten them into a better 
Temper, by blaming their Conduct in thy 
Preaching as directly as the Caſe will bear. 
Aſſure thyſelf, that this Conduct and Beha- 


viour will be a direct Way to turn all their 


Hearts againſt thee as one Man. Thus, in- 
ſtead of gaining on them, and removing the 


Cauſe of Offence, it will be more eſtabliſhed, 
and grow much more difficult to remove for 


the future, being thus fixed by thy impru- 
dent Conduct. i Bind I have in my Time 


known, from ſo ſmall a Beginning as is be- 


fore deſcribed, grow (in Bitterneſs and Envy, 


occafioned by ſpiritual Pride, and Self- con- 
cit) to fuch a Head, as have in Time ren- 
dered them (who in their Beginning were 


eſteemed as Miniſters) altogether uſeleſs, and 
, they: have degenerated rg: degrees ſo far, as 


become Enemies to the Society, and bare h 


"Jefe it under great Prejudices, in Bitterneſs 
doing all, and whatſoever, their degenerate 


Minds might dictate to them, to render the 
Society contemptible, and its Principles odi- 


ous; which is a dreadful Thing to happen 


to any one that hath ever had a Part of this 
divine Miniſtry; it is therefore highly need- 


ful for us, to learn 70 know ourſebves, and 
to keep in it daily, and not to forget and 
loſe the Senſe of the Imperfections and De- 


Z 2 ſets in the . our own 


Minds; 


[| 
[| 
Þ 
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Minds ; and if we find ourſelves of an ima 


perious, inſulting, proud Temper, by Na- 


ture, let us mind, that Pride goes before 


Deſtruction, and a haughty (unforgiving) Spi- 
rit before a Fall; uneaſy at Affronts, and 
not able to endure evil Reports to be caſt upon 
us, without uſing Endeavours to vindicate our 


Honour at all Events, not conſidering what 


our great Maſter ſuffered for us, to bring 


Na. zi. 6, 


} 


us to the Knowledge of himſelf. I ſay, if 
we by Nature are ſo inclined as above, how-w 
carefully ought we to keep a Watch againſt 
that weak Part we ſee in ourſelves, praying 
with Sincerity, that our Minds may be daily 

improved by a divine Cultivation thro' the 

Spirit, that that great Change may be known 
upon us, ſpoken of by the Prophet Tſazah, 


The Wolf ſhall dwell with the Lamb, and the. 


Leopard ſhall lie down with the Kid: and the. 


Calf, and the young Lion, and the. Falling 


together, and à little Child ſball lead them. 
This is that Diſpoſition and Subjection of 


Mind that we ought to wait daily to be kept 


under, by the Spirit, v/2. © If we by Nature 


are like the Wolf, Leopard, or Lion, at any 


Time, and that Nature appears-in us, this 
by the meek Spirit of Jeſus ought to be al- 


ways kept under Subjection and Govern- 


ment; for tho we may have known our 
natural Tempers ſubdued in a great degree, 


at our firſt ſetting out in the (Miniſtry, by 
the Croſs and Power of Chriſt, yet if there 
be not a daily abiding under that Power, 


our natural Inclinations and Tempers max 


prevail 


that may have been put upon us by them ; 


 - there remembreſt that thy Brother hath ought 
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Prevail again to our Hurt, and the bleſſed 
Effect of that Subjection to the Spirit, ſpoken 
of by the Prophet, we ſhall not experience, 
wiz. They ſhall not hurt, nor deftroy in all ina. 1. . 
 - mny holy Mountain, for the Barth ſhall 2 Full 
f the Knowledge of the Lord, as the Waters 
rover the Sea. It is therefore needful to 
-watch daily againſt every Thing in our- ' 
ſelves that will hurt our Service, and ren- 
der our Miniſtry unprofitable, by letting in 
any Reſentment or Heart-burning againſt 
any Friend, for a real or ſuppoſed Affront, 


conſidering, that nothing can hurt us that 

is either ſaid or reported, tho with ever fo 

ill a Deſign againſt us, if we are in out 

Places, and innocent of the Things reported. 

I fay, ſuch Things can't be hurtful to us, 

; unleſs we make them ſo to ourſelves by un- 

due Reſentment, being influenced thereby 

to preach and entertain an Aſſembly with 

our private Reſentment, endeavouring to re- 

venge this ſuppoſed Injuſtice done us, in this 

publick manner; not conſidering the Force 

olf our Saviour's Caution in this Caſe, There- Mas, v. ah 
fore if thou bring thy Gift to the Altar, and 


againſt thee; leave there thy Gift before the 
Altar and go thy Way, firſt be reconciled to 
thy Brother, and then come and offer thy Gift. 
The Sum of which, to our Purpoſe is 
this, that we undertake not the Work of the 
Miniſtry under the Influence of any Reſent- 
ment, or private Pique in our Minds againſt 


any 


3 
| ny Brother, but that the ſele Motive and 


Influence of our Miniſtry ought to be our 


by divine Inſpiration to labour therein with 
Diligence and Sincerity to promote Faith in 
the Earth, by ſticring up their Minds to live 
a pious and godly Lite: And as our Stand- 
ing and Labour is in this Love, we need 
not fear but our Service will be both honour- 
able and acceptable where we live : And 
in this Temper of Mind we ſhall be capable 
to receive Inſtruction (and not think ourſelves 
above it, which is a very dangerous State) 
and if Reproof ſhou'd be given us in a 
wrong Mind, we being in a Right one, —. 
reap good by what is not ſo intended for us. 
in this Temper of Mind we fall ſee our 
Water turned into Wine, and all our Bitters 
made {weet to us; and as before obſerved: 


all Things will work together for our Good, 


| becauſe our Standing is in the Love and 
Fear of God, and in it we labour by Inſpi- 
ration, as Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, to make 


flull Proof of our Miniſtry for the Con- 


| vincing of Gainſayers, that they may be 
reconciled unto God, and to build up the 
| Believers in that moſt holy Faith, the F ruit 
whereof is Righteouſneſs and godly Living. 


But if thou art of a meek, modeſt and 
. baſhful Temper, that is backward; not will- 


Love to God, and : the Souls of Men; _—_  - 


ing to put thyſelf forward, but by a mean 


and low Eſteem that thou entertaineſt of 
thy own Gift and Service, thou putteſt 7 
. | da 


| Value on every Body's Performance than thy 


bwn,. this will (if not temper'd with a de- 1 
 -grbe of Ardency to do thy Day's Work in j 
the Day Time) do thee much Hurt, and 
very much hinder thy Improvement and 4 
Growth in thy Gift; for which Reaſon, it 4 
is really needful to have a good Value for . 
the Gift received, (mark for the G, not for Ci: 


_ ourſelves) but then this good Liking that we 
have of our Gifts and Services, ought to be 4 f 

temper' d with Judgment and Modeſty; 43} 
otherwiſe it may lead to Self-conceit and 
Imprudence, which are bad Ingredients in 15 

| the Minds of Preachers, and will be apt to | 

render them both contemptible and trouble- 7 

ſome in their ConduCet. 1 


But ſome are always Repining and think- 
* ing meanly of their Gifts and Services, which 
is a wrong Mind; and where it prevails, 
will do hurt and hinder our, Improvment and 
Srowth: We ought to conſider; that every 

Git God is good, and ought to be regarded 
as ſuch, and he or ſhe that hath the ſmalleſt 
and leaſt degree of a Gift in the Miniſtry, 

as they wait in it, and mind to keep to it, 
and neither on the one Hand go before it; 
nor on the other neglect it, but carefully 
mind the Openings of it, and follow its 
Leadings, they will in due Time, by Experi- 
ence find an Enlargement both of Matter and 
ſpiritual Underſtanding, which will give 
them great Encouragement to go on, and 
command Reſpect from others, I have 
71 ES LES known 


+461 
1 known ſundry ſuch become able Miniſters, & 


| i very great Service in the Church; and 1 


have known others, as well as myſelf, that 
have begun very poor, and ſeemed contemp- 
tible and mean in the Eyes of their Friends, 
nay, have been adviſed to deft, as not being 
called to that Work, nor qualified for ſuch 
Service, which is very wounding and diſcou- 
Taging; in which Time ſome kind ſympa- 
thizing Aguilla or Priſcilla have been con- 
cerned-to heal the Wound, by inſtructing. 
more perfectly in the Way of the Miniſtry, 
by giving proper Advice and Encourage- | 
ment to go on in the Work, under the Go- 
vernment of the diviue Spirit, with a meek 


and humble Conduct; adviſing on the one 


Hand not to take too much Notice of what 
others may fay in Diſpraiſe of thy Service, 
but endeavouring to remove their Objettions | 
bya prudent Behaviour; nor on the other, 
too much regarding what may be ſaid in Com- 
mendation thereof; for without exerciſing 
Judgment, the former may caſt down too 
| a. 8 and the latter ma exalt the Mind 
above its Place. | 
How ſafe therefore i is it to keep i in our 
Gifts, under the Power and Influence of 
divine Love, which will-take all Things in 
good Part, whether it be Praiſe or Diſpraiſe, 
and not be moved by either out of our 


Place. Thus will Malice be overcome by 


Love, and we ſhall receive Advantage, even 
from nem that intend us none; being like- 
wiſe * againſt that Poiſon which Flat- _ 


oy 
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tery and Commendation carries with it to 


weak Minds, for ſome can't bear to be com- 
- mended, even when they deſerve it, without 


receiving Hurt by it, taking that Honour to 


themſelves which is'only due to their Gifts : 


And being diſguſted if they have not Com- 


mendation and Praiſe, ſuppoſing themſelves 


injured without it, and rather than not have 
it, they will ſeem by a kind of Enquiry; 


to beg it, and endeavour by either finding 
Fault with or commending their Service, to 
draw Praiſe from others. Whoever fall into 


this Practice, ſhew great Weakneſs 3 and 


it is a plain Indication, ſuch are not in the 
Simplicity of the Goſpel; for whoever abide 


in that, ſeek not themſelves nor their own 
Honour, but the chief Thing they have 
in View is the Honour of God, and. the 
good of all Men, that their Miniſtry may 


5 bring Honour to him that has called us to 


Glory and Virtue. '. 


There are yet ſome Things farther to be 
remarked, relating to our Conduct in o 
_ own Fami hes, Meetings, and Neighbourhood, 
both in a religious and civil Capacity, which 
hall be the Subject of the * e : 


@ 117 1 WM. 
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* an * * head 


CHAP. vu. 


Mikellancous Advices as to Marriage, Trade, 
and an unblameable Conduct. 


E will ly "Sing our Miniſter now 5 
one inclining to Marriage, and to 
- ſettle and have a Family, with Buſineſs 
and Trade in the World; in which State of 
Life there are many Dangers . and Snares, 
which we ought to guard againſt, and care- 
fully mind our Conduct therein; and that 
I may be the more intelligible; I ſhall treat 


on the whole r theſe four Heads fol- 
lowing. . ; 


\ 


1ſt, Reſpeding. ts: Court + and 93 | 
rige, if yet. unmarried, . 


ad. Thy Conduet in thy own Family 


FRY Thy Conduct amongſt thy Neigh 
bours in Trade, SO &c. 55 


OR wel Thy conduct in thy own a = 
Hoth as a PE: and luer. 


Fi then, In thy Courtſhip or * 
Courted,” well e the Object of thy 
Affections, let not thy Mind out after what 

be or ſhe bath, but rather regard what they 


Ws | Lp. 


1 
are; and how qualified both in Nature 


and Religion: A good natural Temper in 


both Sexes being much preferable to Wealth, 


and more eſpecially, when tis cultivated and 
mn; better by Reli gion. 


Now this being a Matter of great Conſe- 


quence, requires a ſerious Thought, and 


cloſe Examination in our own Minds, 


that we may not be deceived by any falſe 


Gloſs, Report, or Appearance; but thou 


ſhoul&'t narrowly examine the moving Cauſe 


of thy Inclinations, that fo thou mayſt with 


Safety and Caution begin thy Suit, or accept 
fuch an Offer, if a Virgin. Thus, when 


thy Mind is fix'd, and thou art reſolved to - 


proceed, begin where thou hteſt, and be 


a good Example, by firſt adviſing with ſuch | 


as may be thy true and hearty Friends, 
before thou makeſt any Offer, or receiveſt one, 


ſo as to join in with any Propoſal on that q- 


count, and if they agree with thee, this wil 


add to thy Satisfaction; but if by Nie <4 1 
and good Arguments they endeavour to dif= . 


- fuade thee, be not above Advice in this (or 


any other Affair) but give Ear to good 


Counſel; but if no Objection ariſes, then ap- 
ply thy Self for Conſent to Parents or Guardi- _ 


ans, before any Propoſal is made to the 
Object of thy Choice; and having thus 


paved thy Way, thy Work will be much 


eaſier afterward; then proceed deliberately, - 


that thou mayſt give no juſt Cauſe of 
. Offenes in thy Conduct, but that thy Mar- 


NE e 


—— 
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gage may be compleated with a good Re- 


putation both to thy own and Friends Satiſ- 
faction, and this will add to thy Credit as a 
Miniſter: But when this is over and thou 
art married, thou muſt expect new Exers 


ciſes, under which thy Faith and Patience | 


1 be rr proved. | 


244 


Secondly, Therefore look well to thy Con- 


duct in thy own Family, that thou mayſt 
keep all Things ſweet and honourable there- 
in: Many are the Temptations we are in 
danger to receive Hurt by, ſuch as aſpiring 


too high in our Iiving, aiming to have all 


other Matters ſuiting thereto, viz. our Fur- 
niture for our Houſes, Cloaths, &c, which 


if above our Ability to ſupport, will bring 


upon us a Train of Inconveniencies, not 


ealily to be ſurmounted. - And ſuch who are 
of low Circumſtances, who have travelled in 
the Miniſtry, or may travel, ſeeing 1o many 


various Ways of living, may receive Hurt, if 


they do not carefully conſider their own Cir- 


c umſtances and Ability; ſuch ſhould not mind 


high Things, but being ſubject to their own 
low Eſtate, ſhould content themſelves to 


live and appear according as they can af- 


ford, not endeavouring to live above their 
Ability, becauſe they will come as near in 
Imitation as they can to ſuch who are above 


them; but rather let our Income be the Rule 


and Government of our Expences in living; 
for if our Expence go beyond our Income, 


we ſhall then be hut but if an, we 


are 


x iy 


——_— 


and Diſcourſe, that . inconſiſtent with 
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are 4 And altho' this parſimonious Way 


of living may, by ſuch as know not our 


Eſtate, be blamed, and we may be eſteem- 
ed too near, and cloſe, yet as we take 


care to keep a Conſcience juſtly void of Of- 
fence both towards God and Men, we are 
ſafe ſo far. And thoſe who are favoured 
with bettter Circumſtances in this World, 


ſhould not live in Pride and Exaltation, but 


walk in Humility and Godly Fear, and let 
their Moderation in Eating and Drinking, in 
Furniture, and Apparel, and in all other Re- 
ſpects, be known unto all Men; and what 
Superfluity they have, above what may be 


ſufficient for themſelves and Families, to be- 


ſtow in doing good to all, but eſpecially to 

the Houſhold of Faith; and by thus uſing the 
Bleſſings of Providence, they will be as Lights 
in the World, or as a City ſet upon a Hill, 
whoſe Glory will not be hid, but will ſhine 
forth to the Praiſe of our great Maſter, and 
they at laſt be entitled to the bleſſed Sen- 
tence or Invitation of thoſe who have fed" 


' the Hungry, clotbed the Naked, and viſited 
the Priſoner, which is, Enter into the Foy 
M4 ” e to dwell in bs Fran or 


FO if Abe haſt Children, er 


to train chi up in the Nane and Admo- 


nition of the Lord, and in a plain, exempla- 


ry Dreſs, ſuiting thy Ability, diſcouraging 


in them every Thing, both in their Dreis 


that 


\ 


\ 
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that Plainneſs which a "Miniſter's: Children 
ought to appear in, that they may be exem- 
plary to others, endeavouring early to incul- 
cate in their Minds ſuch Principles of Reli- 
gion and Truth, as frequently are held forth 
in the Holy Scriptures, which as ſoon as 
they are capable to read, accuſtom them to, 
and endeavour. to make them take Pleaſure . 
therein, by explaining ſuch Portions thereof 
as may ſuit their Capacities, that as they ad- 
vance in Age, they may in Knowledge : : 
And this is the Method to train up a Child 
in the Way that he ſhould walk. But Educa- 
tion, I ſay Education, though with the ſtrict- 


e ſt Care and 'Tenderneſs adminiſtred, will 


not anſwer what ſome expect from it, as to 
ſttzhbe groundibg of Youth in ttue Religion and 
ſaving Faith; for nothing ſhort of the Wor- 
/ Grace in the Heart, the new Birth, and 
the waſhing of Regeneration by the V. me 
can make a found and right Chriſtian, and 
a true Miniſter; we do not come to theſe 
Attainments, by a natural Inheritance of 
Birth- right from our Parents, but by a ſpi- 
ritual Relation; for we muſt be born again, 
before we can ſee the Kingdom of God: 
And the explaining and opening theſe divine 
Truths to them, as they are capable to receive 
and underſtand the ſame, will be the beſt 


Part of their Education, and may ſtand for 


a Witneſs of our Care againſt their Folly, 
when we are gone; for which Cauſe it be- 


bhuoves us, that we encourage in them every 


| Oats of TR 0 — every 


Vice, 
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Vice which human Nature is liable to : Add 
- this, a religious Care over thy Servants next 

to thy Children, that they may, by thy 
good Advice and Example in thy Family, 
be improved in Virtue ; and be a good Ex- 
ample both to. thy Family, and others alfo, 
in diligently attending religious Meetings, 
with as many of them as thou canſt with 


5 Conveniency take with thee ; thus wilt thou 


2 exemplary to the Reſt of the Meeting. 


Ie ey bo thy: Lot to be expoſed to 
Suffering for the Teſtimony of a good 
Conſcience for the Truth, which thou 
ought'ſt to be very careful to maintain, for thy 

own Peace, ſtanding faithful therein, net 
at all doubting that a Bleſſing will attend 
thaw if thou art upright. And if · thou art 
impriſoned for the ſame, this may prove a 
| cloſe Trial-both to thee and thy Wife; and 
for this Reaſon, if ſhe is uneaſie, and hath 
not Faith and Courage to ſtand ſuch a Shock, 
give her all the Encouragement thou art 
capable of, leſt through Weakneſs ſhe be 
_ prevailed upon, by any zndiref# Com- 
-pliance with thy Adverſary, to make the 
Mlatter up, which will be a Hurt to thy 


- Miniſtry, and an evil Example to thy Bre- 


thren; both which ought with a prudent 
and due Care to be guarded . ; 


Add to e, thy eherne Diſpoſition in 

contributing to the Poor, and other publick 

Servi ces in the Society, with thy Brethren ; 
"on 3 


* * £ F 1 * 9 
2 4 
n 


in . thou Mu to * as good an Ex- 
ample as thy Ability will admit, being rather 


above than under, endeavouring to ſave it 


another way in thy Expences; for although 


we encourage Charity and a publick Spirit 


by Words to others, yet if we do not con- 
firm them by our Example, they will be of 
little Force. And though I haye recom- 
mended a cloſe and parſimonious Way of 
Living, prudently conducted, yet I would 
have thee, in thy Adminiſtrings to the 
Poor,” appear ' generous and noble, thy A- 
bility conſidered ; and this vil add Autho- 
WE to 78 Gift. 1 24% © wel WS 
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But perhaps 1 World may 3 upon 
thee, and thou mayſt find Things run refs ; 


this, may, much hinder thy Generofity in 


Charity, and by this thy Mind may be much 
N diſtreſſed ; and unleſs thou art very careful 
in keeping thy Heart cloſe to thy Gift, be- 
ing inward with the Lord, praying that thy 
Faith and Patience fail not, thou wilt meet 


with ſome Diſcouragement; but if thou re- 
; maineſt faithful, thou * find this will 
prepare and fit thy Mind to ſpeak more feel- 
ingly to others in the like State; although 


it is very hard to behave under ſuch Trials as 
ü becomes a Miniſter, without acloſe Attend- 


ing on our Gifts in Meekneſs and Fear. Let 


vs$ therefore confider, ' that ſuch Trials are T 
e We of WOO wee ſu 


1422 | fo er 
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| fer'd to come upon us for our Good, (to pre- 
L | us to ſpeak to others with a better 
: Effect) and to prove our F aith and Patienoe, 
F as it is written, Behold J have refined thee, iu. am 
\ but not with Silver: I have choſen thee in the 
{ Furnace of Afﬀiition. This Diſtreſs may 
wear off, and Things in a ſhort Time may 
aſſume another Face: Then beware of be- 
ing exalted; for as Affliction and Poverty, 
= without Faith and Patience, can't be borne 
without receiving Hurt; fo Proſperity, with- 
E out Humility in a ſteady Attention upon 
God in ourGifts, will have the like Effect 
upon us. This brings me to the third Head, 
relating to thy Conduct amongſt thy Neigh. 
bours 1 in T; rade and Commerce. e 
28 bab is ie very dangerous, and 
apt to deceive the Mind, by influencing it 
with hopes of more Gain, to launch out be- 
yond our Strength and Capacity; I therefore, 
as one that hath a little trodden in this Path, 
bave ever found it moſt fafe, to bound my 
Extent in Trade by my Stock, and as that. 
increaſed, the other might with much more 
Safety. Thus I carefully avoided going beyond 
my Strength, which would render it impoſſi- 1 
ble for me to keep my Word and Promiſe inn 
Payments; for I ſaw this brought me under 
' ſucha Neceſſity, that I could not buy, neither 
ſell fo. well, but ſometimes muſt raiſe Mo- 
ney (by ſelling at a low Rate, under the 
| Market) or elſe hurt my Credit in Payments: 
3 therefore took this Method; ; whenſoever 1 


a | contracted 
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 contrafted for a Parcel of Goods, firſt to 

_ conſider what Pay I could makebefore I made. 
an Agreement, and then bought as cheap as 


I«Oould, for ſuch Credit as we could agree 


upon; and when it fo happen'd, (as ſome- 
times it did) that I — >=, borgow- 
ing I could not pay-as I promifed, (which is 
the Life of Trade) then a little before the 
. Day came, I went and told my Dealer how 
it was with me, yet nevertheleſs, if Neceſ- 
fity call'd for the Money, I would provide 
it by the Time, but hoping by ſuch a Day I 
could make Payment of my own Strength, 
if he could ſtay ſo long. And by this Con- 
duct, I found a Readineſs in all my Dealers 
to favour me as defired, if no great Neceſſity 
did prevent it. And thus by degrees I in- 
_  tereaſed both my Stock and Trade, proceed- 
ing in it both with Repute and Honour; and 
on this Account I became more taken notice 
of, and my Company by ſome more deſired, 
Which I ſoon found would grow upon me 
to my Hurt, if a Stop were not put to it; 
and above all, I found it very dangerous to 
meddle with frong Liquors of any kind, but 
in a very moderate way, eſpecially Drams, 
which have been very hartfal to the Health 
Of ſeveral. I thus endeavoured to ſteer my 
Oourſe as inoffenſively as I could in Trade 
and Commerce, by keeping my Word and 
Promiſe in Payments, which added much 
— Credit. I now proceed to the laſt 
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1 
_ .  Laftly, In thy own Meeting be a good 


Example to attend in Seaſon, at the Hour 


appointed, both on Firſt and Week Days, 


with as many of thy Family as can be ſpared; 


and when there, do not attempt either to 


preach or pray without ſome degree of di- 


vine Love, begot by the Spirit, to inſpire 
thee to it; for by the Word of Life we 
muſt be qualified, before we can eith 

preach or pray to Advantage. Some think, 


through a miſtaken judgment, that they 


muſt be doing ſomething every Meeting, 


(like the Preachers of the Letter, who mult 


either be ſinging, preaching or praying all 
the Time) and by ſuch a Conduct they loſe 
their Intereſt and Place in the Hearts of 
Friends by too long and too frequent Appear- 
ing in both Preaching and Prayer : For the 


% 4 


intently waiting. to know thy Place, both 


-when to ſpeak and when. to be filent ; and 


when thou ſpeakeſt, begin under a Senſe of 
divine Influence, whether it be in Preaching 
or Praying; and without it, do not either 


W pray; for Silent Meetings, tho a 
Wonder to the carnal and worldly Profe.j- 
ſors, are of great Advantage to the truly ſpi- 


ritually minded; and as thou beginneſt with 


the Spirit, keep to it in thy going on, and 


conclude in it, and this will preſerve thee 
from tiring thy Brethren, and cauſing them 


to wiſh for thy Silence: And thus as thou be- 


ginneſt and goeſt on, in the Openings of 


— 


Ph 
8 . 
* 


t 


divine Life, thy Service as a Miniſter in 1 


own Meeting, will be always new and liv- 
ing; thus wilt thou engage the Attention 


of thy Hearers to what thou haſt to declare, 


all which will tend to the Improvement of | 


| hr ſelf, and Edification of = Brethren. ny 


Next add to this, a plans Conduct in in 
Meetings of Bufimeſs or Diſcipline, and watch 
againſt thy own Spirit and Paſſions, and by 
no means let them ariſe under Colour of 
Zeal for the Cauſe, that thou mayſt not luſt 
after Power and Rule. In ſome, ſucha mind 
prevails, that they are not eaſy without they | 


can rule and over-rule their Brethren :* But 


if thou keepeſt thy Place in thy Gift, thou 


wilt take thy Friends along with thee, that 


you may go hand in hand in the Work, 


2 guarding againſt all ſelfiſn and 


ivate Views, from Reſentment taken a- 
gainſt a Brother or Siſter for any ſuppoſed 7 
Offence, either againſt | thy ſelf or any of 


thy Friends; ; the falling into any little Mi- 


*. 


ſtake of this kind, will have a Train of other 


Inconveniencies to attend it, ſuch as making 


| Parties, and falling into Diviſions, ' one 


Party againſt another, and oppoſing one the 


other, to the great Hurt of the Society: 
But let us with diligence watch againſt, and 


diſcourage both in our ſelves, and alſo among 


the Brethren, every Appearance of bot 
Party taking and Party making, and in all 


our Views and Endeavours, ſincerely labour 


to * Uniy and Peace; for it rarely 


e 
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happens, but when ſuch Ruptures fall out 


in Monthly or Quarterly Meetings, but the | 


ſtrong and zealous Sticklers on either Side 
receive much Hurt by taking Offence, which 
in a more particular manner hurts Miniſters, 


and makes their Work much more difficult, 


if it does not wholly lay waſte and ſet their 


Service aſide; therefore they, in an eſpecial 
manner, ought to be Mediators, by endea- 


vouring to bring both Parties to an Agree- 
ment if poſſible. But I do not mean by this, 
that the Authority of the Diſcipline ſhould 


be broke in upon by unruly and diſorderly 
Spirits, who are unwilling to ſubmit to the 


Rules and wholeſome Doctrines of the 5 


ciety: And where Diſcipline is managed 
with a Bias of Opinion towards this or that 


Party, or any one aims to ſhew Favour a- 
gainſt Truth and Juſtice, in this of that 
Caſe, a Miniſter ought to exert himſelf, iin- 
partially aiming at the juſt and right Thing, 


without reſpect to either Perſon or Party; 


for no other kind of Conduct will bear the 


| Light ; but this will ſtand the Teſt, and the 


| 
more tis examin d, it will appear the brighter; 


therefore the Wiſdom of our Diſcipline ap- 


pears in its Moderation, and Juſtneſs in its 


Proceedings, by admitting of Appeals to re- 
examine all Caſes, from the loweſt to our 


laſt Reſort of judgment; ; which is pro- 
vided as a Remedy againſt haſty and raſh 
Judging, without. duely examining into the 


Truth and N of Ae they 8170 Judg- 


4 ment in. 
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I have 


[ mo ] 
T have enlarged, as ſome may apprehend, 
too much on ſome Heads in this Treatiſe, 
which is ſwell'd under my Pen more than 1 
expected; but I could not expreſs my Expe- 
rience intelligibly to my own Underſtanding 
in fewer Words, for which Reaſon, I hope 


my Readers will caſt a favourable Eye upon 


it, not being a Work deſigned for Criticks, 
or ſuch who are bringing all they read, 
within the narrow Bounds. of their carnal, 
. Reaſoning, and their natural Comprehenfion, 
and will not admit what is not agreeable to 
their Thoughts, to be any other than Fiction 
and enthufiaftick Whim.— I ſhall now cloſe 
thus. © That if we who are concerned as 
Miiniſters, conduct ourſelves as is before ad- 
viſed, we ſhall come up pretty near to the 
Pattern the holy Apoſtle has” given us in 
2 Cor. vi. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. Giving no 
* Offence in any Thing, that the Miniſtry be not 
blamed : But in all Things (or in every Con- 


| dition of Life) approving our ſelves as the 
Miniſters of God, in much Patience in Aflic- 


tions, in Neceſſities, in Diſtreſſes, in Stripes, 
in Impriſonments, in Tumults, in Labours, 
in Watchings, in Faſtings; by Pureneſs, by 
Knowledge, by Long-ſufferiag, by Kindneſs, 
| 3 holy Ghoſt, by Love unfeigned, by the 

Word of Truth, by the Power of God, by the 
Armour of Righteouſneſs, on the right Hand 
. and on the left, by Honour and Diſhonour, by 
evil Report and good Report: As Decervers 
and yet true; as unknown, and yet well known, 

as dying, and behold we live; as cbaſtened, 


and 
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und not tilled; as 22 yet always re- 
Jjoycing; as poor, yet making many rich; as 


| * . and Jet Pe er all T, * 
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4 fort View chan cmd Duty 
| of PRAYER. 


HEN. we pray in the PuBLick 
Aſſemblies, or in private Families of the 
Lord's People, we ought carefully to guard 
againſt all Impertinence of Expreſſion, and 
Indecency of Sounds or Deportment; to 
prevent all. which, conſider well the Frame 


of thy Heart, that thou art in a meek _ 
and and ie Diſpoſition, being calm in thy . 


this will keep thee, that the Heat of 
45 own Spirit, in a miſtaken blind Zeal, 
hurry thee not too faſt, without a right un- 


5 derſtanding of the Ability receiv'd by the 


Spirit of Prayer; for the ſame Spirit which - 
alältech us in the Minifry, will likewiſe in 
Prayer; without the Help of which, we 
can perform neither as we ought. But 1 
have obſerved ſome, by a Tranſport of Zeal 


| | (rather Paſſion) go into a Flow of Words, 


without a right Underſtanding either of their 
own Spirits or of the Spirit of Prayer, but in 
a confuſed manner directing their Matter to 
the People in a way of Preaching, and then 
to the Almighty ina wayof Prayer, andthen 
returning again to the People, which hath 
made it very Ureſome, and could ſerve no 
5 other End than to expoſe the Parties con- 
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cern'd to Pity:or Contempt, and bring Reproach 


on the Principle they profeſs. Such Conduct 
lainly demonſtrates, that there is want of both 


the Spirit and Underſtanding, ſo eſſential to the 


Performance of this ſolemn Duty. 


= Our bleſſed Saviour in Matthew vi. having firſt 


ſet the falſe and fictitious Prayer in a true Light, 


teaches his Diſciples their Duty herein, Verſe . 
then lays down that moſt beautiful and compre- 


Aſter this manner therefore pray ye; and 


henſive Form of Prayer, ſo plain, that 1 have 
not met with any to equal it. But with how 


little Thought, Conſideration or Seriouſneſs, is 


it frequently repeated by ſundry that uſe it? L 
am fearful it is little better in many, than taking 


the Lord's Name in vain. It therefore ought to 


be ſeriouſly conſider'd by all, that in uſing that, 
or any other: Prayer, they are in ſome Degree 


5 qualified by the Spirit ſo to do, whether it be in 


publick or in private; for publick Prayer, in 
its Nature, is adapted to beſeech the Divine Ma- 


;jeſty to confirm by his Word the various Branches 
of Doctrine that may have been before deliyer'd, 


and to ſtrengthen that Faith begot by the Goſpel 


= 3 and to increaſe Vigour in the pure 


ind ſtirred up in the Hearers, by the Inſpira- 


tion of the divine Word. The royal Pſalmiſ. 
|, _ open thou my Lips, and my Mouth ſhall ſhew forth 


thy Praiſe. And when our Lips are thus opened, 


this is the right Qualification to true Prayer; 
and it will edifieand comfort the Hearers who 


are alive to vi that the Right-minded will 
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